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Dear Parents, 
 
Happy New Year to you all. I hope that you all had a good Christmas and New Year break - it has 
been lovely to see all the children back at school and hear all about their Christmas activities. I 
have heard many stories about the holiday season and many children have spoken to me about 
special times with their families. On behalf of all the staff, thank you to everyone for your cards 
and very kind gifts that we received at Christmas. These are very much appreciated. 
 

JDRF – Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation Our grand total is £739.80. Thank you again for 
your tremendous generosity. Many thanks. 
 

Education Sunday We shall be celebrating Education Sunday in St Thomas’ Church at 10am on 
Sunday 27th January. I am sure it will be a lovely occasion so please join us if you can. I look forward 
to seeing you and your children there. 
 

Comics, Children’s Magazines and old Annuals If you have any used comics, magazines or 
annuals that you are about to recycle they would be gratefully appreciated in your child’s 
classroom for wet play! Thank you. 
 

PE Kit Please could all PE kits be in school on Monday. Every child needs a complete PE kit – shorts, 
t-shirt, tracksuit bottoms and plimsolls that fit – all clearly labelled with your child’s name. Many 
thanks. 
 

Calendar of events for the Spring Term will be coming home next week. Please look out for a 
bright piece of paper and please keep it safe as it will have all the important dates for the term 
ahead. 
 

Continuing our Learning at Home Just a reminder that, together with each newsletter, you will 
find ‘Continuing our Learning at Home’ which gives tasks which can be completed at home to 
develop the learning taking place in school. Your child is very welcome to bring any of this work 
into school to be displayed on their class ‘Sharing/working at home’ wall. This provides the 
opportunity for their efforts to be valued. We hope that you will find this useful and that it will be 
an enjoyable time for you to share with your child. 
 

We would like to remind everyone of the importance of daily reading as this is essential to help 
your child’s ability in both reading and comprehension – we rely on your support in this 
fundamental area. 
 

School Admissions for Reception intake September 2019 and Year 3 transition to the Junior 
School Just a reminder that the closing date for both the Local Authority Common Application 
Form and the School Supplementary Information Form (SIF) is 15th January 2019. All SIFs, both 
Reception and Year 3 (ie for current Year 2 children), must be with the Infant School office by the 
end of the day on 15th January 2019. 
 
School Health Drop in Clinic can help you with any growth/dietary concerns, continence advice, 
sleep advice and any general health and development questions you may have regarding your 
children. No appointment is necessary. They are held at the Larchwood Family Hub, Larchwood 
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Gardens, CM15 9NG and are open from 3pm - 4.30pm on the following Mondays: 7th and 21st 
January, 4th and 25th February, 11th and 25th March. 
 
Reception Read with me will be on Fridays from next week for this half term. We are changing the 
day to hopefully give some new parents the opportunity to join us. You (or perhaps a grandparent) 
are invited to come into class when dropping your child to school on a Friday for 15 minutes 
reading time. This is a chance for you to read with the children, either a book you bring from home 
or one from the class library. We hope that many of you will be able to join us for 15 minutes at 
8.45am every Friday. Sharing a book together is a great way to start your child's day in school and 
reminds us all of the value of experiencing a wide range of literature. 
 
School Meals We will be on week 3 of the menu next week, with pasta (tomato and pepperoni, 
tomato and basil, cauliflower macaroni cheese) on Monday. 
 
Parent Helpers We would very much welcome some more parent (or grandparent) helpers to help 
in school during the day. If you are able to help, please collect a form from Mrs Infanti or Mrs 
Giddings in the office. Helping in school is a good way of finding out more about the daily routines 
within school. Your help is invaluable to us – we really appreciate you giving up your time. If you 
have any questions about this please speak to a member of staff. 
 
Recycling Reception would love clean boxes, kitchen roll tubes, bottle lids (all sizes!) and anything 
else that you think will be useful for junk modelling. They are looking forward to lots of junk 
modelling in their new topic ‘Wonderful World’. 
 
Think of a Question is our family challenge!  
Here is our next interesting picture. 
 

Talk with your children about the picture and think of questions 
that you could ask about it.  
 

There is a speech bubble below for your questions. Please send 
any questions that you think of at home into school and they 
will be added to the whole school display. 
 

So, for our next ‘Think of a Question’ … 
 
It is with much sadness that I share with you the news that Mr Bernard Francis died on Thursday 
20th December 2018. Bernard was a governor of our school for over twenty-one years – holding 
numerous positions, including being our vice-chair of governors for many years. Bernard was an 
extremely talented artist and we are blessed to have some of his work in our library – our two 
stained-glass windows were designed by Bernard for the library in 2003. I know that everyone will 
join us in thoughts and prayers for his wife, Pat, and his two daughters, who were both former 
members of our school family. Bernard’s funeral is at 2pm next Friday, 11th January 2019, at St 
Thomas’ Church. 
 
We are all looking forward to the term ahead of us – many new things to learn and experience – 
may God bless all that we do. 
 

Have a good weekend. 
 

Yours sincerely, 

 

C B L’Estrange 
 
Caroline L’Estrange 
Headteacher 


