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Dear Parents, 
 
As you all know, in our school every child tries to Let their little light shine. This week our Year 1 
and Year 2 children were certainly doing this and the lights were very bright as they told the 
Christmas story in ‘Christmas Starlight’. I am sure that you will agree that all our children showed 
us the true meaning of Christmas. Thank you to everyone for your support, for coming in such 
numbers and also for helping the children learn their lines and listening to them singing. Next 
week it is the turn of Reception and I am sure that they will also all be letting their little lights 
shine. 
 
Everyone Loves A Baby is being performed next week, on Tuesday 10th December at 10am (pre-
school children will be admitted) and on Wednesday 11th December at 2pm (adults only). The 
Reception children and staff are working incredibly hard and looking forward to seeing you – 
please do not forget your tickets. 
 
DVDs of the Christmas Plays Thank you to Mrs Shanley and Mr Plush who are recording both of 
our Christmas plays. Mr & Mrs Shanley will be transferring the footage onto DVDs (one for each 
play) and these will be available at £5 each. Orders can be placed at the office. Please ensure that 
payment is made in cash at the same time as placing the order.  
 
Christmas Parties for all the children will take place on Monday 16th December. This is a non-
uniform day. The children are invited to come to school either in their party clothes or wearing a 
‘Christmas Jumper’ as part of their party outfit. We will be supporting our two Christmas charities, 
as chosen by the School Council – Crisis and Christian Aid. All we ask is for a donation of £1 
towards these vital charities. Please ensure that your child has suitable footwear for school as well 
as their party clothes. We will be having cakes and biscuits at the party in the afternoon so please 
send your child to school with some cakes or biscuits to share. If your child has a food allergy, 
please send their cakes and/or biscuits on a named plate covered with cling film. Thank you. Before 
the party children will be having lunch as normal. 
 
Open classrooms will be after school on Friday 13th December. Please come and see what your 
children have been up to in their classrooms this half term. There will be lots of lovely work on 
display. 
 
School Meals We will be on week 3 of our menus next week, with pasta (tomato and pepperoni / 
tomato and basil / tomato and mozzarella) on Monday. 
 
Stamps I am sure that Christmas cards are beginning to fall through your door … please keep the 
stamps … remember that we are collecting them in aid of UK Air Ambulance, so please ask your 
friends and family to collect their stamps too! Thank you. 
 
School Admissions for Reception intake September 2020 and Year 2 transition to the Junior 
School Just a reminder that the closing date for both the Local Authority Common Application 
Form and the School Supplementary Information Form (SIF) is 15th January 2020. 
 
Home-Start Essex Thank you to those of you who have sent in gifts for Home-Start Essex. We are 
asking for donations of Christmas sweets, chocolates and biscuits so that goody boxes can be made 
up to give to the families that Home-Start support. Please ensure that your donations are in school 
on Monday 9th December. Thank you everyone – these small gifts can make such a difference to so 
many lives. 



Headteacher’s Awards 
Week ending Friday 6th December 
Y2C  Reece Walters  Y2B  Jack Reynolds 
Y21C –Y2  Teddy Webb   Y1  Macie Brown 
Y1P  Taylor Pack   Y1FA  Luca Sapiano 
RS  Alfie Stanford  RB  Sebastian Burrell-Green 
RN  Annie Durrant 
 

Attendance Cup This week’s winners are Y2B with 98.5%. 
 
Punctuality Bear This week’s winners are Saint John’s with 99.6%.  
No classes had 100% punctuality this week – we had twenty-six lates again this week – please can 
everyone try to improve this next week. Remember school starts at 8.45am for Reception and 
8.55am for Year 1 and Year 2. 
 
Play Leaders The School Council have really enjoyed reading the applications and are looking 
forward to announcing the new Play Leaders next week. 
 
ParentHub Please ensure that you assign your child’s class to your ParentHub account – there are 
only two classes who have completely subscribed. Messages are sent out solely to classes and year 
groups. At present, they are sent via the hub and as a text, which means that everyone gets them. 
The text messages are at a cost to the school and this will be turned off from Monday 6th January. 
This will mean that, unless you assign the appropriate class to your account, you will be missing 
messages from the start of the Spring Term. Please go to the app and subscribe to the appropriate 
class and year group. If you have any questions please contact the School Office. 
 
Our Let’s Think Question Thank you to the families who have responded to our ‘Let’s Think’ 
question. The question is to encourage a family discussion. Our current question is: 

‘What is the best way to spread Christmas cheer?’ 
Some of the ideas so far include: 

‘I like to sing to make people happy. It’s good to spend time with family and friends.’ Matilda, RS 
‘To share a smile with everyone you see.’ Thomas, RB 

‘By giving to charity.’ Isabelle, Y21C 
‘Making everyone happy.’ Henry, RS 

There is a thought bubble at the end of the newsletter for your family thoughts. Please send your 
thoughts and ideas into school and they will be added to the whole school display. 
 
Christingle at St Thomas’ on Christmas Eve The usual Christingle services will be taking place at 
St Thomas’ Church on Christmas Eve (4.30pm and 6pm). Your children brought home a ‘collecting 
candle’ on Monday to raise funds for the Children’s Society who support vulnerable children living 
in poverty in this country. The children can take their candle to one of the Christmas Eve services 
where they will receive a ‘Christingle’ in return. If you are away for Christmas, or unable to attend 
one of the services, but would still like to contribute to The Children’s Society, you can return the 
‘collecting candle’ to the School Office and they will then be passed on to St Thomas’ Church. 
 
Christmas Post Box From Monday 9th December there will be a Post Box in school for all the 
children’s Christmas cards. Please could you ensure that both surnames and class names are on 
the envelopes – this greatly assists the Post Office Team! This is a special service for everyone 
within the Infant School family!  
 
This Sunday is the second Sunday of Advent and on Monday we will be lighting the second candle 
on our advent wreath when we come together for Worship. I hope you all have a good weekend. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
C B L’Estrange 
 
Caroline L’Estrange 
Headteacher 
 


