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Dear Parents, 
 
Guide Dogs for the Blind Year 1 had a very exciting start to the week when they were visited by 
Brenda and Aero. Brenda has been training guide dogs for many years and shared her wealth of 
experience. Later this year she will be training a new puppy – we hope that she will be coming to 
visit us then! 
 
Information Evenings – Year 2 Thank you to those parents who took the time to join us for this 
important session yesterday. I hope that you found it to be a good opportunity to gain insight into 
school life. If you were not able to join us for this session, you will receive the handouts today. 
 
Harvest Time Our collection for the Brentwood Foodbank has 
grown! This was blessed by Father Mark today. Thank you for 
your kindness and generosity.  
 
Harvest Eucharist was a really lovely way to end our 
Friendship Week. The children were beautifully behaved, 
especially as this was the first whole school Eucharist for 
Reception, and Year1 have never experienced a whole school 
Eucharist in the hall! Well done to the children in Y2C for their 
very clear reading. 
 
Autumn Parents Evenings Everyone is now booked. You should all have received a reminder of 
your appointment earlier today. If you did not receive this, please check your junk/clutter folders. 
The teachers are looking forward to meeting with you virtually next week. 
 
School Meals We will be on week 1 of the menu next week, with pasta (tomato and pepperoni / 
tomato and basil) on Monday.  
 
PE It is really important that all children are suitably prepared for PE in school. This means that 
children with long hair must have their hair tied back, earrings must be removed and every child 
must have a full PE kit in school. To help with this, here is a reminder of the children’s PE days. 
This is subject to change and your child may have additional opportunities for PE, but these are 
the key days. 
 Y2C  Thursday and Friday 
 Y2S  Tuesday and Wednesday 
 Y21B  Monday and Friday 
 Y1P  Tuesday and Thursday 
 Y1CA  Wednesday and Thursday 
 RBixby Monday and Tuesday 
 RBeales Wednesday and Thursday 
 RNT  Monday and Friday 
 
The Real Advent Calendar is a lovely way to prepare for Christmas and remind ourselves of the 
real story of Christmas. Each calendar comes with a free activity book telling the Christmas Story 
as well as a delicious chocolate for every day of Advent. Each calendar costs £4.50 and needs to be 
ordered by 22nd October. Please order via the Parish shop: https://pcc-of-brentwood.sumup.link 
Please put ‘Infant School’ in the address and Father Mark will then kindly deliver your Advent 
Calendar to school. 



Headteacher’s Awards 
Week ending Friday 8th October 
Y2C  William Lamb  Y2S  Sophie Callender 
Y21B –Y2 Darby Jackson  Y1  Mya McDowell 
Y1P  Joseph Johnson  Y1CA  Praneet Dhothar 
RBixby Isla Saggers   RBeales Zana De’Milia 
RNT  Alfie Prowse 
 

Attendance Cup This week’s winners are Y2C with 99.3%. 
 

Punctuality Bear This week’s winners are Saint Luke’s with 99.8%. 
Well done also to Y2S and Y21B, who both had 100% punctuality. 
 

I know that it has been a wet and cold week, but there does need to be a significant improvement 
in punctuality. Children who arrive a few minutes late miss out on key messages and the start to 
that day’s learning. It also disrupts the learning for the rest of the class. Being late to school has a 
significant impact on the amount of learning time lost over a school year. The table below gives 
you an indication of how much time is lost if someone is regularly late: 
 

Minutes late per day Number of days lost learning over a year 
5 minutes 3.4 days 
10 minutes 6.9 days 
15 minutes 10.3 days 
20 minutes 13.8 days 
30 minutes 20.7 days 

 
Global Neighbours During Friendship Week the children have started to think about their place in 
the world and what this means, together with our responsibility to the world we live in and the 
resources we have access to. The School Council are going to be leading us all in re-commencing 
our work to gain the Christian Aid Bronze Global Neighbours Award. So, before they tell you any 
more about the scheme, they have a question for you: 

‘What do you think it means to be a Global Neighbour?’ 
Your child will be coming home with a slip to complete together as a family. I know that the School 
Council are looking forward to seeing your ideas. 
 
Have a lovely weekend. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Caroline L’Estrange 
Headteacher 


