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8th November 2019 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
I hope that you all had a good half term break. We have had a good first week back and we are now 
moving into the busy November and December period with lots going on. Thank you all for your 
support with our activities and please keep reading the weekly newsletter (which can also be found 
on the website and is sent out each week on Parent Hub) to keep updated as to what is happening. 
Also, don't forget to ask your children what they have been doing and what is happening next. I 
am sure they will enjoy telling you! 
 
Remembrance During our Worship in the month of November we focus on remembrance. This 
week we have thought about the Feast of All Saints and how many people have lived and live their 
lives focussed on following Jesus – we have thought about how there is much we can learn from 
their examples. Next week we will turn our thoughts to Remembrance Sunday and why people wear 
a poppy. November is the time in the Church Year when we remember those loved ones who have 
gone before us. As part of this we will be a creating a cross of Remembrance. I will be outside in 
the playground most mornings next week for you to come and make a flower to add to our cross. 
Please come and see me. 
 
Poppies for Remembrance will continue to be on sale in school on Monday. Children can bring in 
a donation to buy a poppy. We also have a range of other British Legion fundraising items – poppy 
zip pulls, poppy reflectors and poppy wristbands. Please pop by the School Office if you are 
interested in supporting this worthwhile charity. 
 
Curriculum updates will be coming home on Monday. These give an overview of the topics which 
your child will be learning about this half term. Please look out for them. 
 
School Meals We will be on week 2 of our new menu next week, with meatballs on Monday. Please 
remember to let the School Office know if your child does not require a school meal and is having 
a packed lunch – we do not want to be wasting food. 
 
Reading Challenge Please do remember to send your half term reading challenge sheets into 
school. I look forward to seeing what everyone has been up to and which books and stories were 
chosen for the different challenges. Please send them into school by Friday 15th November. 
 
Read with me Just a reminder that the Reception Read with me is on Mondays this half term.  
 
Church Schools Inspection As a Church School we have two inspections – OFSTED and SIAMS. We 
will be having our Statutory Inspection as an Anglican School next Wednesday, 13th November. We 
will have one inspector in school all day. We would be very grateful if you could complete the 
attached questionnaire. If there is anything else you would like to share with the Inspector about 
our Church School then please feel free to drop me a line. We have so much to share and celebrate, 
reminders will be very helpful. 
 
Parent Tea Afternoon Our next parent tea afternoon is next Wednesday, 13h November, from 
2.30pm. Donations of cakes will be gratefully received in the school office from Monday 11th 
November – thank you in advance. This is a good opportunity to come and enjoy a cake and have 
a drink with other parents from our school family. Our pre-school friends are very welcome. 
Second-hand uniform will also be available at this time. 



Headteacher’s Awards 
Week ending Friday 8th November 
Y2C  Bertie Drake   Y2B  Brooke Perkin 
Y21C –Y2  Eliza Shafaat   Y1  Ava Brooks 
Y1P  George Southgate  Y1FA  Luke Thompson 
RS  Phoebe Smith  RB  Vincent Brazier 
RN  Sophie Porter 
 

Attendance Cup This week’s winners are Y1P with 98.9%. 
 

Punctuality Bear This week’s winners are Saint Matthew’s and Saint John’s with 99.7%. 
We also had three classes with 100% attendance. Well done everyone!  
 
Spots and Masks Next week we have two great charities to support. Sponsored events for Children 
in Need will be taking place during the week, culminating in a very spotty school on Friday! To 
support JDRF – Junior Diabetes Research Foundation we will be adding a superhero mask to our 
spots! Please read below for further information. 
 

Children in Need 2019 It’s that time of year again! This year the Children in 
Need theme is ‘Do your thing and change children’s lives’. The children and 
teachers have been planning fundraising activities for next week: 

- Reception will be doing a ‘Take Ten’ – Can we complete 10 activities? 
- Y1FA, Y1P and Y21C will be doing a Sponsored Jog – How many laps can we do? 
- Y2C and Y2B will be doing a Sponsored Spell – How many spellings can we get right? 

 

We will also be going spotty on Friday 15th November. We are inviting the children and staff to 
come to school dressed in spots. We will still be doing our usual school activities though, so please 
ensure your children have enough layers, plus sensible shoes, so that we are all still able to enjoy 
playtime. Thank you in advance for your support of this great cause. Children in Need support a 
wide range of projects helping children and young people in the UK. 
 

JDRF - Calling all superheroes November is World Diabetes month so to celebrate and help raise 
much needed funds for JDRF, a charity very close to our heart as a school, we invite everyone to 
add a superhero mask to their spots on Friday 15th November. My thanks go to Mrs Ballam (Mia, 
Y2B) who has made all 225 masks! Please decorate the mask accompanying this newsletter as 
bright, glittery and spectacularly as you can and come to school wearing it on Friday with a 
suggestion donation of £1 for JDRF. There are over 29,000 children in the UK with type 1 diabetes. 
Please have a look at www.jdrf.org.uk for further information. 
 
Christmas Fayre will soon be here – Wednesday 20th November! 
Thank you so much for all the delicious chocolate that was sent into school yesterday – it is going 
to be a great stall! (Don’t worry we are going to hide the chocolate from all of the adults in School!). 
 

There is going to be a ‘Soft Toy Tombola’ – so any donations of soft toys will be gratefully received 
via the School Office. 
 

There will also be a raffle at the Fayre, so any kind donations for raffle prizes will be much 
appreciated, again to the School Office. 
 

We look forward to receiving lots of lovely jars – please keep them coming – we do not want to 
disappoint the children! This is the fastest selling stall! 
 
Cake competition at the Christmas Fayre I am sure that many of you enjoyed ‘The Great British 
Bakeoff’ earlier this Autumn – well once again we are going to have our own St Thomas’ version! 
Please bring your entries to the School Office on the morning of Wednesday 20th November. All 
competition cakes will be sliced and sold after the judging, so that lots of people can enjoy these 
outstanding delights! If children would like to join in with the competition their entries will be very 
welcome and will obviously be judged in their own category. 
 
Worship Team At the end of our Worship today I announced our new worship team. This group 
of children will assist Mrs Cumpstey and myself in both preparing for worship and reviewing our 
practice in school. I am delighted to announce that our new worship team is: 

Henry Bannister, Kwame-Levi Boateng, Evan Garn-Blow, Daniel Keel, Lila Keith, 
Isabella Long, Eliza Shafaat, Melody Shanley, George Simpson, Millie Stevenson. 

 



Ceilidh Thank you so much to those that have already purchased tickets for the Ceilidh/Barn Dance 
on Friday 22nd November. The tickets are £10 and include a supper of chilli nachos and sides with 
a vegetarian option. The bar will be run by the Friends of St Thomas’ Church, with the proceeds 
being split between the School and the Parish. Please bring your family and friends as we really 
want to make this first ‘Friends of St Thomas’ Infant School’ event a success. My thanks go to Mrs 
Howard (Jude, RB), Mrs Lynch (Dexter, Y21C) and Mrs Perks (Nathan, Y21C, Matthew, Y2C) in 
organising this inaugural event. If you would like to get some tickets, just follow the music and 
you will find Mrs Howard! (If you cannot find her, please come to the School Office!). 
 
Global Neighbours This year the School Council are going to be leading us all in working to gain 
the Christian Aid Bronze Global Neighbours Award. Before they tell you any more about the scheme 
they have a question for you: 

‘What do you think it means to be a Global Neighbour?’ 
There is a slip at the end of the newsletter to complete together as a family. I know that the School 
Council are looking forward to seeing your ideas. 
 
Think of a Question Time for our next challenge!  
 

Here is our next interesting picture. 
 

Talk with your children about the picture and think of questions that you 
could ask about it.  
 

There is a speech bubble below for your questions. Please send any 
questions that you think of at home into school and they will be added to 
the whole school display. So, for our next ‘Think of a Question’ … 
 
I hope that everyone has a lovely weekend and if any of our children are 
joining in with parades or special events to mark Remembrance Sunday, 
please do send any photos into the School Office admin@stthomasinf.essex.sch.uk as I would love 
to see them – and, as always, I will be very proud of them. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
C B L’Estrange 
 
Caroline L’Estrange 
Headteacher 
 


