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9th October 2020 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Today we celebrate the feast of Saint John Henry Newman. He is England’s newest saint. His motto 
is ‘Heart speaks to heart’ which is a phrase that particularly speaks to me at this time. We are all 
going through an extremely challenging time and things are not necessarily as we would like them 
to be – remote information evenings, remote parents evenings and recorded class worships, but 
we are still a school family. It has been evident over the months how important our community is 
to us. Things are different, but these changes are to keep us all as safe as we can. We really 
appreciate your support at this time. 
 
Information Evenings As I said last week, in usual circumstances we would have enjoyed face to 
face information evenings for each year group. This year they will be virtual and the teaching team 
have recorded these information evenings to share with you. The Reception presentation has 
already been sent out and, hopefully (technical issues permitting), the Year 1 and Year 2 
presentations will be shared with you by Tuesday. You will receive a link via ParentHub to the 
appropriate presentation for your child. These links will be sent out via the year group channels. 
The appropriate handouts for Year 1 will be coming out today and Year 2 on Monday. If you have 
any questions after watching the presentations, please email the School Office. 
 
Remote Learning We are no doubt all watching the news and wondering what decisions will be 
taken in the coming days and weeks. The government have made it very clear that they will do all 
they can to prevent the closure of schools. However, we are looking at numerous options for 
sharing the home learning with you if the need does arise for the whole school, a year group or a 
class to isolate. Part of our provision will be through MSTeams which many of you will be familiar 
with. It is part of the Office365 package. Every child will have access to this. Staff are currently 
familiarising themselves with this and how best to provide home learning for Infant age children. 
If any of you have significant experience of MSTeams please drop me an email – it is always good 
to have someone to talk to when I have technical questions! 
 
Autumn Parents Evenings will be taking place remotely this year. We will be using a system called 
‘School Cloud Parents Evening’. This system facilitates both the online booking of your 
appointment and the video call at the allotted time. Accompanying this newsletter you will find 
both a guide for booking your appointment and a guide to video appointments. 
We are all having numerous virtual meetings and gatherings – please ensure that you are in a quiet 
location as this will be best for both you and the teacher. The appointments are for parents only 
and, as with face to face appointments, children must not be present.  
Our parents evenings are on Monday 19th October, Tuesday 20th October and Thursday 22nd October 
between 4pm and 5.40pm. The booking system will go live on Monday 12th October at 12noon. 
The appointments will be 10minutes in length, with the system moving the teacher on to the next 
parent at the end of the allotted time slot. 
All you need to do is: 

1. Visit https://stthomasofcanterbury.schoolcloud.co.uk to book your appointments. 
2. Login with the following information: 

- Child’s First Name 
- Child’s Surname 
- Child’s date of birth  

If you have any difficulties with this, please contact the School Office. 
 



Photographs The children had fantastic smiles on Tuesday! We will send the proofs out to you as 
soon as we receive them. 
 
Y2C Class Worship will be recorded next week, hopefully on Wednesday. Our Class Worships will 
be filmed in school and then shared via Vimeo as a private link only. The options to embed and 
download this video will be disabled. The private link will only be sent to the parents in Y2C and 
hopefully this will happen by the end of next week. Thank you to the parents in Y2C who have 
already completed the online form (tinyurl.com/Y2CWorship) sent out yesterday – 66% already! 
Please complete this by Monday. Many thanks. 
 
The Real Advent Calendar is a lovely way to prepare for Christmas and remind ourselves of the 
real story of Christmas. Each calendar comes with a free activity book telling the Christmas Story 
as well as a delicious chocolate for every day of Advent. Each calendar costs £3.99 and needs to be 
ordered by 22nd October. Father Mark will kindly deliver these to school. More details about how to 
order will be sent out next week. 
 
Headteacher’s Awards 

Week ending Friday 9th October 
Y2C  Matteo Deitch  Y2B  Mia Little 
Y21C –Y2  Lydia Laing   Y1  Ivanna Nyaakudya 
Y1P  Sofia De Mots  Y1FA  Oliver Tarran 
RS  Jack Higgins   RB  David Enachi 
RN  Louis Aldridge 
 

Attendance Cup This week’s winners are RS with the fantastic 100%. 
Punctuality Bear This week’s winners are Saint John’s with the fantastic 100%. Sorry Saint 
Luke’s, your perfect record has not continued! 
 
Let’s Think is a conversation starter to get you all thinking and to encourage a family discussion. 
The issues will be varied, but all aimed to get you all talking! So, here is our first conversation 
starter: 

It is important to try to keep a positive mindset in these challenging times. 
Share with your family all the things that you are grateful for. 

Your child will come home with a sheet of thought bubbles for your family’s thoughts on Monday. 
Please send your thoughts and ideas into school and they will be added to the whole school display. 
We hope that you enjoy this year’s first ‘Let’s Think’. 
 
Harvest Time This year we have again decided to support the Brentwood Foodbank which provides 
emergency food for people in crisis. If you could donate something from the shopping list attached, 
they would be very grateful. As you can image they are in great need of donations at this time. 
Please ensure that all donations are non-perishable and in date. We will be accepting donations of 
food until Thursday 22nd October – everything received next week will be blessed by Father Mark 
on Friday. 
 
School Council The children were amazing this afternoon. I am so very proud of them all. They 
had so many super ideas and spoke so confidently. Voting next week! Well done everyone. 
 
Together at Home this week is a New Testament Story from John’s Gospel – Jesus heals a man 
born blind. 
 
Half term and Non-pupil day Just a reminder that the last day of this half term is Thursday 22nd 
October and that Friday 23rd October is a non-pupil day. School re-opens on Monday 2nd November. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
C B L’Estrange 
 
Caroline L’Estrange 
Headteacher 


