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Dear Parents, 
 

Remembrance Day It was a great privilege to welcome the Mayor, Councillor Sheila Murphy to 
school today as we marked Remembrance Day which is on Sunday. I am very grateful to Mr Syd 
Bryer, from the Royal British Legion for coming to talk to the children about the significance of 
this day. As you would expect, the children were impeccably behaved and extremely respectful, 
when we observed the two minutes silence at 11am. The School Council represented the School at 
the Memorial and were fantastic ambassadors for the School. I was particularly proud that two of 
our children were asked to lay the first wreath on the new commemorative VC paving stone 
honouring Sergeant William Merrifield. As always, I am very proud of all the children. Well done to 
them all.  
 

Class Worship Our next Class Worship is next week, Wednesday 14th November. This will be led by 
Y21P. Parents of children in Y21P are welcome to join us for this Act of Worship at 9am. 
 

Home-Start Essex Thank you to everyone who has sent in gifts for Home-Start Essex. We are asking 
for donations of Christmas sweets, chocolates and biscuits so that goody boxes can be made up to 
give to the families that Home-Start support. Please send your donations into school by next Friday, 
16th November. 
 

School Meals We will be on week 3 of our new menu next week, with pasta (tomato and pepperoni, 
tomato and basil, cauliflower macaroni cheese) on Monday. 
 

Phonics – Letters & Sounds Thank you to everyone who was able to join us for this important 
session. Letters and Sounds is a crucial part of your child’s learning and development. I know that 
the children involved really enjoyed sharing their learning with you.  
 

Headteacher’s Awards 
Week ending Friday 9th November 
Y2N  Imogen Ellis    Y2C Matty Tillinghast 
Y21P –Y2  Charlie Wooles   Y1 Violet Eldred 
Y1FA  Harriet Barnes   Y1S Shivansh Dave 
ROH  Taylor Pack    RS George Weeden 
RMN  Rishana Randall 
 

Attendance Cup This week’s winners are RMN and Y21P with the fantastic 100%. 
 

Punctuality Bear This week’s winners are Saint Matthew’s with 99.8%. 
 
Remembrance Thank you to everyone who has joined me to make a flower to add to our cross of 
remembrance. November is the time in the Church Year when we remember those loved ones who 
have gone before us. I will again be outside in the playground most mornings next week for you to 
come and make a flower. Please come and see me! 
 

Parent Tea Afternoon Our next parent tea afternoon is next Wednesday, 14th November, from 
2.30pm. Donations of cakes will be gratefully received in the school office from Monday 12th 
November – thank you in advance. This is a good opportunity to come and enjoy a cake and have 
a drink with other parents from our school family. Our pre-school friends are very welcome. 
Second-hand uniform will also be available at this time. 
 

Our Let’s Think Question Thank you to the families who have responded to our ‘Let’s Think’ 
question. The question is to encourage a family discussion. Our first question is:  
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‘Many children in the world do not get the opportunity to go to school - what are they missing out on?’ 
This week’s ideas include: 

‘Getting stickers and moving up on the rocket when you have worked hard or done something 
good’, Carl and family, Y21P 

 

‘They won’t be able to learn about science, maths and how to speak in foreign languages’, 
Eliza and family, Y1S 

 

‘All the things we learnt today … education … friendship’, Isabelle G and family, ROH  
 

‘Snack time and lunchtime with all the yummy food’, Isabelle S and family, ROH 
 

There is a thought bubble at the end of the newsletter for your family thoughts. Please send your 
thoughts and ideas into school and they will be added to the whole school display. There will be a 
new ‘Think of a Question’ next week. 
 

Children in Need 2018 It’s that time of year again! This year the Children in 
Need theme is ‘Do your thing and change children’s lives’. The children and 
teachers have been planning fundraising activities for next week: 

- Reception will be doing a Sponsor 10 Challenge on Monday 
- Y21P & Y1S will be doing a Sponsored Walk on Wednesday 
- Y1FA will be doing a Sponsored Walk on Thursday 
- Y2C & Y2N will be doing a Sponsored Spell on Friday 

 

We are inviting the children and staff to come to school dressed as a word that describes them, for 
example ‘sporty – come in your sports kit’, ‘colourful – come in bright clothes’, ‘princess – come 
dressed as princess’, ‘relaxed – come in your pyjamas’ for a suggested donation of 50p. We will still 
be doing our usual school activities on that day, so please ensure your children have enough layers, 
plus sensible shoes, so that we are all still able to enjoy playtime. 
 

Thank you in advance for your support of this great cause. Children in Need supports a wide range 
of projects helping children and young people in the UK. 
 

Christmas Fayre will soon be here – Wednesday 21st November! 
There is going to be a ‘Soft Toy Tombola’ – so any donations of soft toys will be gratefully received 
via the School Office. 
 

There will also be a raffle at the Fayre, so any kind donations for raffle prizes will be much 
appreciated, again to the School Office. 
 

Thank you for the lovely jars which have already been sent into school – they are very exciting – 
please keep them coming! This is the fastest selling stall! 
 

Cake competition at the Christmas Fayre I am sure that many of you enjoyed ‘The Great British 
Bakeoff’ earlier this Autumn – well once again we are going to have our own St Thomas’ version! 
Please bring your entries to the School Office on the morning of Wednesday 21st November. All 
competition cakes will be sliced and sold after the judging, so that lots of people can enjoy these 
outstanding delights! If children would like to join in with the competition their entries will be very 
welcome and will obviously be judged in their own category. 
 

World Diabetes Day is next week, Wednesday, 14th November. Mrs Ballam (Mia – Y1FA) and other 
Mums and friends will be holding a cake sale in the playground after school to raise much needed 
funds for Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation, which is a charity very close to our hearts. There 
are 29,000 children with type 1 diabetes. Please have a look at www.jdrf.org.uk for further 
information. 
 

I hope that everyone has a lovely weekend and if any of our children are joining in with parades or 
special events to mark Remembrance Sunday, please do send any photos into the school office – 
admin@stthomasinf.essex.sch.uk as I would love to see them – and as always I will be very proud 
of them. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 

C B L’Estrange 
 

Caroline L’Estrange 
Headteacher 
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