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12th February 2021 
 

Dear Parents, 
 
Well, we have made it – we have reached half term. I know that we are restricted in our activities 
at this time, but it is a week off from remote learning and a timetable. I really do encourage you all 
to stop and take this time for yourselves together as a family. You and your children have all been 
working incredibly hard, so please try to relax and enjoy some time together not thinking about 
submitting work on Seesaw etc… We all need to take the next week for ourselves and do the things 
we enjoy doing at home – reading that book we never get round to, trying out 
new recipes that you never have time to … and if you are feeling really 
energetic and you are so inclined – spring cleaning (not sure that is going to 
be happening in my house!). 
 
‘Screen-free day’ and snow to enjoy! I hope that everyone carried out plenty 
of science experiments! I wonder how long it will take for your snowman to 
melt! I have to say that I will not be carrying out that experiment – but will be 
trying to work out which birds are visiting my garden by their footprints! I 
wonder if you can guess which bird this was?! 
 
Remote Learning We are living in hope for the content of the Prime Minister’s announcement after 
half term. In preparation for the children’s return to school, we would be very grateful if you could 
ensure that your children are completing an increased number of their activities independently. 
Yes, please do support and help them when they have questions, but let them find their questions 
– in school we call this ‘hover support’. As part of preparing the children for the hoped for return 
to school it is vital that they attend all or at least the vast majority of their online sessions – this 
will help them to be ready for the return to school. The teachers are working incredibly hard to 
provide these opportunities for the children to enable them to continue with their learning. With 
this in mind please remember what I said last week - all the children do need to be appropriately 
dressed and sitting at a table with the appropriate resources – pencil and paper etc, not with their 
toys and the television on in the background. The vast majority are, but this does need to be 
everyone for these two or three sessions a day. The remote learning timetables and links for after 
half term will be sent out as a direct message. Thank you for your support in this. 
 
Internet Safety Rules and Agreement Thank you to those of you who have taken the time to 
complete this already. It is vital that the whole school family commits to this to keep all of our 
children safe online. By everyone following this, it increases the online safety of everyone. The 
ParentHub message regarding this was sent on Tuesday 8th February as a direct message. Please 
check your messages. To help here is the link to the online form: 
https://tinyurl.com/InternetSafetyAgreement. 
 
The internet is a wonderful resource and children are using it more than ever before: for playing 
games, remote learning, listening to music, watching films, communicating with friends and family. 
We know that parents will be concerned that their children are protected and safe when using the 
internet. There are a number of websites which can offer information and advice and we hope that 
you will find the following useful. 
 

www.internetmatters.org  
 

www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/  
 

www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/ 

 
We hope to be able to invite you in the not too distant future to come and hear ‘The 2 Johns’ speak 
about parenting in this digital age. We encourage all parents to attend this invaluable talk. Further 
information will be sent out nearer the time, but in the meantime take a look at their Facebook 
page – EST E Safety Training for useful information. 
 
Easter Eggs Father Mark is bringing hope of good things to come! You can order your Real Easter 
Eggs through the parish online shop https://pcc-of-brentwood.sumup.link. There are milk, white 
and dark chocolate eggs available as well as fun packs of smaller eggs and the premium egg. Follow 
the link to place your orders. All orders need to be in by the end of February to enable free delivery 
to the Church. 
 
Headteacher’s Awards 

Week ending Friday 12th February 
Y2C  Jessica Southgate   Y2B  Isabelle Ware 
Y21C – Y2  Santi Lynn    Y21C – Y1 Harriet Hodges 
Y1P  Max Saunders   Y1FA  Pradhyun Jaganthan 
RS  Vrinda Vavilikolanu   RB  Arabella Silkman 
RN  Eden Trump 
 

Your stickers and affirmations will be sent out to you in the post. 
 
Together at Home We return to Saint Mark’s Gospel this week – looking at Jesus’ transfiguration. 
Alongside this resource, you will also receive some input for Shrove Tuesday (16th February) and 
Ash Wednesday (17th February) – please take some time to look at these with your children – it will 
be great preparation to support their learning after half term.  
 
Non-pupil day Monday 22nd February is a non-pupil day and, therefore, school will resume on 
Tuesday 23rd February – online for the vast majority of children and at school for the children of 
critical workers and vulnerable children.  
 
Spring Hope I really enjoy taking photos and here is a sign of hope that 
spring is in the air that I found in my garden… Can you email me 
(admin@stthomasinf.essex.sch.uk) a photo of something that is a sign of 
spring to you? This is my half term challenge to you! Any photos sent in 
will be put up in my office. 
 
I know that the situation we all find ourselves in at present is a huge mix 
of emotions and feelings, but together we continue to travel through this 
immensely challenging time and, although we are not all together – you 
are all in my thoughts and prayers, but not just not mine, the whole staff 
team’s. So, I leave you with this (some of you have already seen this, but I 
do think it is worth repeating!) … https://youtu.be/2PnnFrPaRgY …  
 
With love & prayers, 
 
 
 
 
Caroline L’Estrange 
Headteacher 
  



Our prayer for our School Family during this time of being apart 

 

Dear Lord, 

We pray for our whole school family. 

May your peace be with us all. 

Let your love be with us all, 

Love of one another, love of mankind, love of life itself and love of God. 

Let us remember that as many hands build a house, 

so many hearts make our school. 

Amen. 

 


