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Dear Parents, 
 
We have had a lovely week in school with some of the more usual aspects of school life resuming 
– prospective parent walkabouts, Year 2 commencing their recorder lessons, local visits and 
coming together as a whole school to mark Armistice Day. Yesterday, the whole school gathered 
together on the playground to observe the two minutes silence at 11am. The children were 
impeccably behaved and extremely respectful. All of the staff are incredibly proud of the children 
and the manner in which they gathered together. The School Council represented the School at the 
Memorial today and were fantastic ambassadors for the School. As always, I am very proud of all 
the children. Well done to them all. 
 
Class Worship Our next class worship of the school year will be next week, on Wednesday 17th 
November, and will be led by Y2S. Parents and younger siblings of children in Y2S are welcome to 
join us for this worship at 9am. If you are joining us for this act of worship, we would be very 
grateful if you could take an LFT test prior to coming into the school building - this is just one way 
that we can all work together to do all we can to keep each other well and safe. As part of this, we 
would also be very grateful if you could wear a mask until you take your seat in the hall, just as 
we are all used to doing in various venues. You can remove the mask when seated. 

 
Children in Need 2021 We will be marking Children in Need next 
Friday, 19th November. The  children will be coming home today 
with a sponsor form and letter from Mrs Anthony detailing their 
activities for next Friday. As I said last week, we will be sparkling, 
so look out any sparkly / shiny / sequin items of clothing your 
children may have! We are inviting the children and staff to come 
to school dressed in sparkly, bright and cheerful clothing. 
Together with our sponsored activities we will still be doing our 
usual school activities though, so please ensure your children have 

enough layers, plus sensible shoes, so that we are all still able to enjoy playtime. Thank you in 
advance for your support of this great cause. Children in Need support a wide range of projects 
helping children and young people in the UK. 
 
Nativity Plays Hushed conversations about plays and songs have very much been part of school 
conversations this week. I think we are all having to pinch ourselves to believe that it is indeed 
time to think nativity plays …! With this in mind, we need YOU! We are looking for volunteers to 
come and help us with costumes and the backdrop for the play. Do not worry – you do not need 
to be a tailor or professional costume maker or artist – just willing and practical. We have a 
wonderful collection of costumes in school and you will be given guidance. For the backdrop – 
creativity is the key! If you think that you can help us, please pop by the School Office or give me 
a call. 
 
Performances of our Nativity Plays We sincerely hope that we will be able to welcome you in 
person to our Nativity Plays this year. Hoping that this will be the case, letters will be coming home 
next week for you to order tickets for the KS1 and Reception Nativity Plays – please keep an eye 
out for these – KS1 on Tuesday and Reception on Friday. Audience numbers for each performance 
will be strictly limited. Everyone attending a performance will be asked to take an LFT test prior to 
coming into the school building. 
 



Reading at home Today the children in Reception have chosen a book from any shelf in our school 
library. Please support your child in reading the books if they are more difficult to read. 
 
Year 2 Phonics Screening Year 2 will be completing their Phonics Screening over the next few 
weeks. Practice sheets have been, and will be, sent home. We ask all Year 2 parents to practise 
these with your children. You can also find guidance for this on your child’s Seesaw login. 
 
Admissions The School Admissions process for both Reception and Year 3 places for the next 
academic year is now open. Please apply online and complete the relevant Supplementary 
Information Form (SIF) for the age group before the closing date of 15th January 2022. Both Year 3 
and Reception SIFs should be returned to the Infant School Office. 
 
Headteacher’s Awards 

Week ending Friday 12th November 
Y2C  Harriet Hodges  Y2S  Courtney Hackney 
Y21B –Y2 Charlie Camfield  Y1  Dolcie Derbidge 
Y1P  Cody Shurety   Y1CA  Blake Norford 
RBixby George Moxley  RBeales Beau Goodwin 
RNT  Hannah Shah 
 

Attendance Cup This week’s winners are Y1P with the fantastic 100%. 
 
Punctuality Bear This week’s winners are Saint Luke’s with 99.8%. 
Well done to the whole of Reception who were all on time all week, with 100% punctuality. 
 
School Meals We will be on week 3 of our new menu next week, with jacket potatoes (tuna and 
sweetcorn / cheese and beans) on Monday. 
 
Think of a Question Time for our next challenge!  
 

Here is our next interesting picture. 
 
We will all be using this picture in school next week as a 
stimulus for class discussion and writing. 
 

Talk with your children about the picture and think of 
questions that you could ask about it.  
 

Your children will have come home with a speech bubble 
for your questions. Please send any questions that you 
think of at home into school and they will be added to the 
whole school display. 
 
So, for our next ‘Think of a Question’ … 
 
COVID Testing 
We are very grateful to the families who are participating 
in the community COVID testing – it really does help swiftly 
identify any cases and, therefore, support the well-being of 
the wider school community. 
 
Parent Helpers We would love to start welcoming parent helpers back into school. Parent helpers 
in school are greatly valued and highly sought after by the teachers. Parent helpers support with 
all sorts of activities in school and WE NEED YOU! All helpers in school need a valid DBS certificate. 
If you have previously been a parent helper and / or already subscribe to the DBS update services 
– please pop by the School Office with your DBS number and we can complete the necessary check. 
If you would like to be a new parent helper and have not previously subscribed to the update 
service, pop by the School Office and you will be guided as to the next steps so that a DBS check 
can be completed. Please come and join us – you will have great fun! 
 
Our School Garden needs some tender loving care to be ‘put to sleep’ for the winter. If you can 
give some time to help with this, please let the School Office know so that we can put you in touch 
with Mrs Ware (William, Y1P) who is very kindly co-ordinating our green-fingered help! 



 
I hope that everyone has a lovely weekend and, if any of our children are joining in with parades 
or special events to mark Remembrance Sunday, please do send any photos into the School Office 
admin@stthomasinf.essex.sch.uk as I would love to see them – and, as always, I will be very proud 
of them. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Caroline L’Estrange 
Headteacher 


