
St Thomas of Canterbury Church of England Infant School 
Sawyers Hall Lane, Brentwood, Essex. CM15 9BX 
Telephone  01277 223606 
Email  admin@stthomasinf.essex.sch.uk 
Website  www.stthomasofcanterburyinfantschool.co.uk 
Headteacher Mrs C B L’Estrange BA Ed (Hons) NPQH 
 

17 
14th January 2022 

 
Dear Parents,  
 
Well it has been a very exciting week in school – 
Y21B, Y1P & Y1CA have spent the week being 
investigators – did you know that a spaceship crash 
landed in our school garden on Tuesday?! Mr Powis 
sent the children an email and some recorded 
footage of the event and asked the children to write 
a report of the investigation. I am looking forward 
to receiving their reports so I know exactly what 
has happened. I am very fortunate to have three 
classes of such capable investigators! 
 
Guide Dogs for the Blind will be joining us on Monday for Worship. We will be presenting them 
with a cheque for £1,400 – thank you to everyone for this amazing grand total. We are really looking 
forward to finding out more about the new puppy that Brenda will be training this year and 
hopefully we will be finding out when the puppy will be allowed to visit us! 
 
Y2C Class Eucharist is on Thursday 20th January. Y2C will be particularly thinking about the 
conversion of Saint Paul (this feast day is 25th January). The Class Eucharists are a fantastic 
opportunity for the children to grow in understanding of what happens in a Eucharist and why. I 
am looking forward to seeing what insightful questions the children come up with! 
 
Dan the Skipping Man Dan the Skipping Man will be here in school on Friday 28th January teaching 
the children some amazing skipping tricks. He will have available for sale the SOLAR SKIP, an 
amazing quality rope which changes colour in the sunlight. The SOLAR SKIP ropes are just £6. They 
will be on sale on the day. Ropes are also available from his website www.dantheskippingman.com  
where other ropes are also available … including Adult, Double Dutch and more. Please note it is 
cheaper to purchase on the day to avoid postage and packing etc. Dan has a YouTube channel to 
enable your child to continue to learn. Please take a look at 
http://www.youtube.com/dantheskippingman and, in his words, ‘like, subscribe and enjoy’! 
 
Going home arrangements It is vitally important to us to know who is collecting your child at the 
end of the school day. Please complete the green form coming home tonight. If there are any 
alterations to the routine collection arrangements, please ensure that you inform either your child’s 
classteacher or the School Office. The classteachers also need to be aware of any regular 
arrangements where a childminder, friend or after-school club (such as FACES) will be collecting 
your child after school. 
 
Headteacher’s Awards 

Week ending Friday 14th January 
Y2C  Lorenzo Carter  Y2S  Matilda Allen-Ross 
Y21B –Y2  Aashrith Batta  Y1  Oliver Maynard 
Y1P  David Enachi   Y1CA  Emilie Ball 
RBixby Lucy Willard   RBeales Grace Gardner 
RNT  Layla Crowther 
 

Attendance Cup This week’s winners are Y21B with 97.8%. 
 
Punctuality Bear This week’s winners are Saint Luke’s and Saint John’s with 99.1%. 



Well done to Y2S, who are the only class with 100% punctuality. Who is going to join them next 
week? 
 
Changes to the self-isolation period for those who test positive for COVID-19 We have 
experienced numerous changes to the self-isolation period since we returned after Christmas. As 
you will have seen on the news there are further changes from Monday. I share the following 
information directly from the Department for Education (DfE), which will hopefully answer any 
questions: 
‘From Monday 17 January, people who are self-isolating with COVID-19 will have the option to 
reduce their isolation period after 5 full days if they test negative with a lateral flow device (LFD) 
test on both day 5 and day 6 and they do not have a temperature. For example, if they test negative 
on the morning of day 5 and the morning of day 6, they can return to their education or childcare 
setting immediately on day 6. 
The first test must be taken no earlier than day 5 of the self-isolation period, and the second must 
be taken the following day. All test results should be reported to NHS Test and Trace.  
If the result of either of their tests is positive, they should continue to self-isolate until they get 
negative results from two LFD tests on consecutive days or until they have completed 10 full days of 
self-isolation, whichever is earliest.  
Anyone who is unable to take LFD tests or anyone who continues to have a temperature will need to 
complete the full 10 day period of self-isolation.’ 
Click here for further information on self-isolation for those with COVID-19.  
 
School Meals We will be on week 1 of the menu next week, with pasta (tomato and pepperoni or 
tomato and basil) on Monday. 
 
Think of a Question is a family challenge! Thank you for all the interesting questions sent into 
school this week. We have received so many questions, including: 

‘How is he breathing if he is on the moon?’, 
Joseph, Y2C 

‘Why is the child all by himself on the mountain?’, 
Alex, Y2B 

‘Is the baby on planet earth? Is he looking at the 
moon?’, Oliver, Y1B 

‘Why are the boy and the teddy sitting on rocks?”, 
Elodie, Y1P 

‘Why has the boy got the teddy bear with him?’, 
Frank, Y1CA 

‘Why is the moon red?’, William, RBixby 
‘Who is the little boy and what is the name of his 

teddy bear?’, Mia, RBeales 
Talk with your children about the picture and think of what other questions you could ask about 
it. Please use the speech bubbles sent home last week for your questions. Please send any questions 
that you think of at home into school and they will be added to the whole school display. 
 
Have a lovely weekend everyone. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Caroline L’Estrange 
Headteacher 


