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Dear Parents, 
 
I am sure you are all looking forward to the half term holiday. We have had a lovely final week of 
this half term. 
 
Bishop Norman’s visit It was an absolute joy and privilege to have Bishop Norman in school 
yesterday. Our Candlemas Eucharist was very special, with Bishop Norman reminding us how 
special our children are and what an incredible gift from God they all are. He visited every 
classroom and was questioned about absolutely everything - from the shape of his hat to the 
buttons on his cassock and how he became a bishop! 
 
Class worship Well done to Y1P for their fantastic worship on Wednesday. They really made us 
think about friendship and of the many ways that we can show friendship to everyone around us. 
Y1P must be congratulated for their enthusiastic worship complete with musical accompaniment 
and great drama. Our next class worship will be led by Y1FA on 1st April. 
 
Open classrooms It was good to see many of you in school this week – your children really do 
enjoy sharing their work with you. 
 
Safer Internet Day Please talk to your children about everything they have learnt and discussed 
in school during the week about safe internet use. This is such an important topic, which needs 
continued conversation about to ensure the children remember how to keep themselves safe on-
line and when using all the amazing technology we have at our disposal. 
 
School uniform Over the half term holiday please could everyone check that each item of school 
uniform is clearly labelled with your child’s name. Also, could you please check that your child 
returns to school with a complete PE kit – shorts, t-shirt, tracksuit bottoms and plimsolls that fit – 
again all clearly labelled with your child’s name. Long hair must be tied up for PE so please ensure 
that hair ties are kept in PE bags, if your child needs one. Many thanks in advance. 
 
Parent / Teacher Meetings – Tuesday 24th March 3.30pm to 6pm and Thursday 26th March 
5.30pm to 8pm These meetings are a valuable opportunity for you to discuss your child's progress 
with their classteacher and enjoy looking at their work in their classrooms. If you have not already 
signed up for an appointment time, please see your child’s classteacher. Please remember that 
children must not be brought to school on these evenings as these meetings take place in the hall. 
 
School Meals We will be on week 2 of the menu when we return after half term, with all day 
breakfast on Tuesday. 
 
Reception Read with Me will be on Wednesdays next half term. We are changing the day to 
hopefully give some new parents the opportunity to join us. You (or perhaps a grandparent) are 
invited to come into class when dropping your child to school on a Wednesday for 15 minutes 
reading time. This is a chance for you to read with the children, either a book you bring from home 
or one from the class library. We hope that many of you will be able to join us for 15 minutes at 
8.45am every Wednesday. Sharing a book together is a great way to start your child's day in school 
and reminds us all of the value of experiencing a wide range of literature. 
 



Writing Competition Details of our annual Spring Writing Competition are coming home today. 
There is a booklet with all the information together with a booklet for your child’s entry. The School 
Council and I, together with a surprise judge, are looking forward to receiving and reading lots of 
exciting stories after half term! Happy writing! 
 
World Book Day is on Thursday 5th March. Every year we encourage the children to come dressed 
up. This year, as our theme, we are looking at ‘Our Favourite Books’. We would love the children to 
come dressed as one of the characters from their favourite book. We would like the children to 
bring the book with them to school too. We ask for a suggested donation of £1 towards our school 
iPad fund on this day. Your child will need suitable footwear as, weather permitting, we will be as 
active as ever! 
 
St Thomas’ Parish is holding a Pancake Party to mark the start of Lent. The cost is £3 per ticket 
and includes two pancakes with a choice of toppings. The party is being held at St Thomas' Church 
on Tuesday 25th February March 4pm to 5.30pm in the Church Hall. 
 
Headteacher’s Awards 

Week ending Friday 14th February 2020 
Y2C  Evan Garn-Blow  Y2B  Cameron Donaghy 
Y21C –Y2  Jessica Muir   Y1  Ava Brooks 
Y1P  Ernie Gibb   Y1FA  Alex Davies 
RS  William Lamb  RB  Frankie Cooney 
RN  Stanley Whitaker 
 

Attendance Cup This week’s winners are Y2B with 99.3%. Third week running – well done Y2B. 
 
Punctuality Bear This week’s winners are Saint Matthew’s with 99.8%. 
Well done to Y2C and Y2B – both with 100% punctuality this week. 
 
Our Let’s Think Question Thank you to the families who have responded to our ‘Let’s Think’ 
question. The question is to encourage a family discussion. Our question is: ‘What brings you peace 
and helps you to relax?’ Some of the ideas so far include: 

‘Peace and quiet. I relax when I snuggle on the sofa with my Bunnies’, Isabelle, Y21C 
‘Lie down and have story time, joking with your family, listening to music, go running, thinking 

positively, exercising’, Thomas, RB 
‘Sleeping, breathing, smiling, being quiet, hugs, cuddles, helping someone’, Hamdan, Y1FA 

‘Sunbathing in the sun, going to sleep, exercise and being with my family, prayer and time to 
myself’, Jack, RS 

‘Having a lazy day in my pyjamas’, Matilda, RS 
‘Having cuddles with mummy’, Grace, RN 

‘Sit on the sofa and have a cuddle and read a story together’, Sebastian, RN 
‘Singing with Mummy gives me peace and helps me to relax’, Destiny, Y1FA 

There will be a new ‘Think of a Question’ after half term. 
 
EST Training – ‘Being a Parent in the 21st Century’ A reminder of the opportunity for you to take 
part in a parenting workshop with the ‘2 Johns’ on 2nd March from 6pm-8pm in Junior School Hall. 
Further information is in the letter sent home last Friday or on Parenthub. Please return the slip to 
us to reserve your place. We look forward to seeing you there. We cannot recommend this 
opportunity highly enough. 
 
Bag2School - Fundraising for our school Collection bags need to be in school by 8.45am on 
Wednesday 26th February. Happy Spring Cleaning – remember every kilo is 40p towards school 
funds. As Wednesday 26th February is Ash Wednesday, it is a fantastic way to start Lent – a 
decluttered home to help us be ready to prepare fully for the great feast of Easter. 
 
Bag2School – Poster Competition Well done to everyone who entered the competition. All the 
entries were superb. We are pleased to announce the following winners: 

Carl Crawford (Y2C), Charlotte Snow (Y2B), Hannah Tilden (Y1P), 
Sam O’Reilly (Y1FA) and Sonny Aiano (RB). 

Well done everyone. 
 



Ash Wednesday is Wednesday, 26th February, the day after we return to school. Father Mark will 
be with us in school to celebrate worship with us as we start this important season of Lent. After 
worship, Father Mark will visit each class to distribute ashes to those children who would like to 
receive the sign of the cross on their forehead. 
 
I look forward to seeing everyone back at school on Tuesday 25th February – don’t forget Monday 
24th February is a non-pupil day! 
 
I hope that everyone has a lovely half term! 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
C B L’Estrange 
 
Caroline L’Estrange 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


