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Dear Parents, 
 
Well, we have all navigated our way through the first two weeks of this lockdown. We are all so 
very proud of all of our children – both in school and at home. We are all going through this 
lockdown together but yet our experiences are all very different and it is essential that, although 
we are ‘in the same storm’, we recognise that we are actually all in different boats with different 
things making our journeys completely different to one another. 
 
It is clear from the work being received on SeeSaw that our children are working incredibly hard – 
the staff are literally receiving hundreds of posts each day. Our children in school are working hard 
too and we are proud of them and how they are coping with coming out to school when their peers 
are at home. School is very different and is only for those children who really have to be in school.  
 
Please remember that the government did update their guidance last Friday evening to state that 
only children who cannot be cared for at home should be coming to school when their parents are 
not at home. I am sure that, like myself, you were alarmed by the statistics last weekend and the 
unceasing situation we have witnessed this week – the transmission of this new strain is incredibly 
alarming. One thing we can do in this battle is to limit the number of children and consequently 
staff in school and this in turn will have a positive impact in the transmission between households. 
For those of you who are or live with someone who is clinically vulnerable or clincally extremely 
vulnerable, I do personally share and understand your anxiety at this time. 
 
I know that the mere thought, let alone the reality, of starting or re-opening your home school has 
given rise to a mixed bag of feelings including anxiety and concern about the weeks ahead. It has 
been really uplifting to receive some lovely messages again this week (thank you to those who have 
taken the time – much appreciated) sharing how the zoom lessons are providing some structure 
to your day. I particularly enjoy hearing the start of these sessions – simply hearing the children’s 
voices really makes me smile!  However, I know that for some people this had been a hard week – 
we are out of the Christmas season and in ‘normal’ time, but in reality nothing is normal! Please 
do take time to talk to your children about why they cannot go to school and how important they 
are in helping everyone to be safe – they are playing their part too. If you are a critical worker, your 
child will know the part you are playing to help everyone else. Everyone has a role to play and every 
role is important. Your children may be confused, anxious and upset, even though some may be 
initially celebrating no school! A large proportion of your time will be spent comforting and 
reassuring your children. Our staff team are working incredibly hard to support you through this 
time with lots of work on SeeSaw and lots of zoom lessons, but when things do get tough, take 
some time together - take time to bake, play board games, explore new topics on the internet or 
even just snuggle under a blanket on the sofa watching films. We will all have days where we have 
to stop, breathe and think again about the day ahead – that is fine – be kind to yourselves. 
 
Remote Learning Apologies for my typo last week – too eager to get information out to you! As 
Y2B experienced this week, last minute alterations will need to happen to our plans – so thank you 
to the parents of Y2B for your support. You will receive a ParentHub message with your child’s 
timetable for next week. My hall stories will be on Wednesday and Father Mark will be sharing a 
live worship on Friday. Again, please remember to make sure you are in speaker view and that you 
are muted. I have to say I loved seeing the children on Monday – a great start to my week! 
 



Headteacher’s Awards 
Week ending Friday 15th January 2021 
Y2C  Macie Brown    Y2B  Myla Norford 
Y21C – Y2  Hattie Ricketts   Y21C – Y1 Freya Prowse 
Y1P  Austin Walsh    Y1FA  Taylor Demetriou 
RS  William Ware    RB  Spencer-James Lucas 
RN  Blake Norford 
 

Your stickers and affirmations will be sent out to you in the post. 
 
Together at Home is looking at John’s Gospel and the story of Jesus, Philip and Nathanael. 
Please do talk to your children about this.  
 
We miss you and your children. Take good care. 

With love & prayers, 
 
 
 
 
 
Caroline L’Estrange 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
Our prayer for our School Family during this time of being apart 

 

Dear Lord, 

We pray for our whole school family. 

May your peace be with us all. 

Let your love be with us all, 

Love of one another, love of mankind, love of life itself and love of God. 

Let us remember that as many hands build a house, 

so many hearts make our school. 

Amen. 

 

 


