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16th October 2020 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
It has been a lovely week in school – the children have been working really hard and I have enjoyed 
seeing some super work in all areas of the curriculum. As always, I am very proud of the children.  
 
Y2C Class Worship was a highlight of our week. Y2C led the first Class Worship of the year – and 
they did it in style. They took the word Togetherness as their focus. They shared a fantastic re-
telling of ‘Dinosaurs and all that rubbish’ by Michael Foreman. The Class Worships are going to be 
recorded and shared by a private vimeo link with the parents of the class leading the Worship. I 
know that the parents in Y2C have really enjoyed this. It would be lovely if some of the Y2C parents 
could drop the class an email with your comments – I know they would love to receive them – 
another way of the children receiving your applause! 
 
St Luke’s Feast Day is on Sunday 18th October. We will therefore be celebrating his feast day in 
school on Monday 19th October. We invite the children in Saint Luke’s House to come to school 
wearing something in their house colour – yellow. They can swap one or more items of their school 
uniform for something yellow – socks, skirt, trousers, top etc. During the day, our Worship will 
focus on Saint Luke and the children in Saint Luke’s will have a special treat of a drink and cake. 
 
Information Evenings All three year group information evenings have been sent out to you now. 
We hope that you find them, and the accompanying resources, useful.  
 
Autumn Parents Evenings Thank you to everyone for embracing our new system – 94% of parents 
have booked. If you have booked, you should have received an email confirming your appointment 
together with a link to click to join the appointment. If you have not received this email – please 
contact the school office by 12noon on the day of your appointment. The classteachers are looking 
forward to talking with you next week. Please ensure that you are in a quiet location as this will be 
best for both you and the teacher. The appointments are for parents only and, as with face to face 
appointments, children must not be present. 
If you have not yet booked your appointment – the parents evenings are on Monday 19th October, 
Tuesday 20th October and Thursday 22nd October between 4pm and 5.40pm. The appointments will 
be 10 minutes in length, with the system moving the teacher onto the next parent at the end of the 
allotted time slot. Please: 

1. Visit https://stthomasofcanterbury.schoolcloud.co.uk to book your appointments. 
2. Login with the following information: 

- Child’s First Name 
- Child’s Surname 
- Child’s date of birth  

If you have any difficulties with this, please contact the School Office. 
 
Sorry – a few notices about … shhh … Christmas things! 
The Real Advent Calendar is a lovely way to prepare for Christmas and remind ourselves of the 
real story of Christmas. Each calendar comes with a free activity book telling the Christmas Story 
as well as a delicious chocolate for every day of Advent. Each calendar costs £3.99 and needs to be 
ordered by 22nd October. Please order via the Parish shop: https://pcc-of-brentwood.sumup.link 
Please put ‘Infant School’ in the address and Father Mark will then kindly deliver your Advent 
Calendar to school. 
 



Tea Towels We would like to have a School Tea Towel this year – featuring every child’s self 
portrait! If you have not seen one of these before – they are lovely and make fantastic Christmas 
presents – which are great to post to family and friends. When we last had a School Tea Towel, one 
of mine travelled to Ohio, USA! I wonder how far our tea towels will be sent this Christmas. Could 
we get photographs of recipients with our School Tea Towel all over the world? They will be £4 
each. We do need to take orders now so that we can order the exact number required. Please send 
the money into school in a clearly marked and sealed envelope detailing: 

1. Child’s name and class 
2. Number of tea towels required 
3. Amount of money enclosed 

Cheques to be made payable to ‘St Thomas of Canterbury Infant School’. Please place your orders 
by Friday 6th November 2020. 
 
Photographs It was a joy to send home lots of smiling faces on the proofs this week. Details for 
ordering are on the proofs. Please ensure orders are made by 4th November 2020. 
 
Headteacher’s Awards 

Week ending Friday 16th October 
Y2C  Taylor Pack   Y2B  Elira De’Milia 
Y21C –Y2  Ellie Palmer   Y1  Jack Bailey 
Y1P  Lorenzo Carter  Y1FA  Vinnie Brown 
RS  Peaches Walsh  RB  Joseph Johnson 
RN  Oliver Cifor 
 

Attendance Cup This week’s winners are RS and Y21C with the fantastic 100%. 
Punctuality Bear This week’s winners are Saint John’s with the fantastic 100%.  
 
Let’s Think is a conversation starter to get you all thinking and to encourage a family 
discussion. The issues will be varied, but all aimed to get you all talking! So, here is our current 
conversation starter: 

It is important to try to keep a positive mindset in these challenging times. 
Share with your family all the things that you are grateful for. 

Your child will today come home with a sheet of thought bubbles for your family’s thoughts – 
apologies for the delay. Please send your thoughts and ideas into school and they will be added to 
the whole school display. We hope that you enjoy this year’s first ‘Let’s Think’. 
 
Harvest Time Thank you for the kind donations already sent into school. We are supporting 
Brentwood Foodbank which provides emergency food or people in crisis. If you could donate 
something from the shopping list sent out on ParentHub earlier this week, they would be very 
grateful. As you can image, they are in great need of donations at this time. Please ensure that all 
donations are non-perishable and in date. We will be accepting donations of food until Thursday 
22nd October. 
 
Sports Bags Each week one member of each class will be bringing home their class ‘Sports Bag’. 
This bag will contain lots of fun sports equipment to explore at home. The bags are awarded to a 
child in the class who shows kindness, sportsmanship, perseverance and team building skills 
during the week. The bags will be given out on a Friday and need to be returned on a Monday, so 
that they can be placed in quarantine ready for the next family to enjoy. Have fun and enjoy! 
 
Class Eucharists Every class will be having their own class Eucharist in turn over the next few 
months. Father Mark will be leading each of these Eucharists for each of our classes in the hall. 
These will be a really special occasion for the children as Father Mark will be talking through exactly 
what is happening in the Eucharist. We start with Y1FA on Tuesday – I know that they will be 
praying for our whole school family.  
 
Together at Home this week is from the New Testament and continues with another story from 
Saint John’s Gospel – Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead. 
 
Half term and Non-pupil day Just a reminder that the last day of this half term is Thursday 22nd 
October and that Friday 23rd October is a non-pupil day. School re-opens on Monday 2nd November. 
 



Yours sincerely, 
 
C B L’Estrange 
 
Caroline L’Estrange 
Headteacher 


