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Dear Parents,  
 
We made it! It has been a long half term but a fruitful one and I thank you all for your support. 
The staff have worked incredibly hard and I thank them, on your behalf for their dedication to 
your children’s education. A big thanks also to the children for their hard work this half term. I 
hope that they enjoy the break and come back refreshed ready for the lead up to Christmas (did I 
really say that?). Please encourage your children to keep reading over the break but also to have a 
good holiday. 
 
Class Worship Well done to Y2C for a super Class Worship on Wednesday. They really helped us 
to understand the importance of RESPONSIBILITY. Our next Class Worship of the school year 
will be on Wednesday, 14th November, and will be led by Y21P. Parents and younger siblings of 
children in Y21P are welcome to join us for this Worship at 9am.  
 
St Luke’s Feast Day We had a lovely celebration of the Feast of St Luke yesterday and the St 
Luke’s House special time together was very enjoyable. 
 
Photographs Proofs arrived in school this week and were sent home on Wednesday – if you have 
not seen it yet, please check your child’s book bag! Orders need to be returned to school by 
Tuesday 30th October. 
 
Parent / Teacher Meetings We hope that you found the Parent / Teacher Meetings this week 
both informative and helpful. The teachers were very pleased to discuss with you how your child 
has settled into school for Reception and the new school year for everyone else. We see education 
as a partnership between school and home so please keep an eye on your child’s reading diaries 
and let us know of anything that will help us in teaching and looking after your child.  I am sure 
we are going to continue to have a very successful year. 
 
Reading at home Today the children in Year 2 have chosen a book from any shelf in our school 
library. Please support your child in reading the books if they are more difficult to read. 
 
Reading Challenge Accompanying this newsletter is a half term reading challenge. This is a fun 
challenge for your children to complete and enjoy with all the family. 
 
Winter Uniform Don’t forget that it will be winter uniform from after half term: 
Girls: grey tunic or skirt, polo shirt with school logo, sweatshirt or cardigan with school logo. 
Boys: long grey trousers, polo shirt with school logo, sweatshirt or jumper with school logo. 
 
School uniform Over the half term break, please could everyone check that every item of school 
uniform is clearly labelled with your child’s name. This does include their book bag. There is no 
need for the children to have a rucksack in school, especially as we do not have the space in the 
classrooms. Please check that your child returns to school with a complete PE kit – shorts, t-shirt, 
tracksuit bottoms, socks and plimsolls that fit – again all clearly labelled with your child’s name. 
Many thanks in advance. 
 
Home-Start Essex One of our foci this year is looking at the world in which we live and how we 
have a responsibility to think not just about ourselves all people in need – be that through our 
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actions, or prayers or our personal choices. This year we are going to support Home-Start Essex, 
which is a family support charity which works across Essex. Their work includes a long 
established volunteer home visiting service, offering emotional and practical help to families. So 
this year we are asking for donations of Christmas sweets, chocolates and biscuits so that goody 
boxes can be made up to give to the families that Home-Start support. Please send your 
donations in to school by Friday 16th November. 
 
Poppies for Remembrance will be on sale in school after half term. Children can bring in a 
donation to buy a poppy. We have a range of other British Legion fundraising items – poppy 
pencils, rulers, rubbers, sharpeners. Please pop by the School Office if you are interested in 
supporting this worthwhile charity. 
 
School Meals We will be on week 1 of the new menu after half term, with southern fried chicken 
or quorn fillet on Tuesday 30th October. 
 
Read with me will be on Wednesdays next half term. We are changing the day to hopefully give 
some new parents the opportunity to join us. You (or perhaps a grandparent) are invited to come 
into class when dropping your child to school on a Wednesday for 15 minutes reading time. This 
is a chance for you to read with the children, either a book you bring from home or one from the 
class library. We hope that many of you will be able to join us for 15 minutes at 8.45am every 
Wednesday. Sharing a book together is a great way to start your child's day in school and 
reminds us all of the value of experiencing a wide range of literature. 
 
Christmas Fair As I mentioned above it is nearly that time of the year again - Christmas is fast 
approaching … Our annual Christmas Fair will be held on the afternoon of Wednesday 21st 
November. At the Fair we like to have a mixture of stalls with some stalls run by parents in order 
to raise much needed funds for our school. Parent Stalls will include ‘Teddy Tombola’ (so any 
donations of soft toys will be gratefully received via the School Office), ‘Filled Jars’ (information 
about this will be accompanying this newsletter), as well as our popular cake shop. Any further 
ideas for stalls will be gladly received. Also, if you are able to help at the Christmas Fair, please 
let us know. Many hands make light work! Finally, if you or anyone you know would like to be a 
stall holder selling items at our Christmas Fair please do get in touch with Mrs Giddings in the 
School Office. There will be a raffle at the Fair, so any kind donations for raffle prizes will be 
much appreciated, again to the School Office. 
 
Headteacher’s Awards 

Week ending Friday 19th October 
Y2N  Mason Demetriou   Y2C Gabby Wright 
Y21P –Y2  Eliza Stirling-Howe   Y1 Tessa Connell 
Y1FA  Charlton Baron   Y1S Nathanael Coe 
ROH  Eliyas Halabi    RS Stanley Fisher 
RMN  Alex Davies 
 

Attendance Cup This week’s winners are Y1FA with the fantastic 100%. 
 

Punctuality Bear This week’s winners are Saint Matthew’s with 99.6%. 
 
Learning at home Every child has access to a variety of online resources to support and continue 
their learning at home – Espresso – Purple Mash – Letter Join. Details of how to access these 
valuable learning tools, including passwords, can be found inside your child’s reading diary. 
Please do use these excellent resources. 
 
Our Let’s Think Question of the month There will be an interesting question in the newsletter 
every month to get you thinking. This is to encourage a family discussion around the question. 
The questions will be varied, but all aimed to get you all talking! So here is our first question:  

‘Many children in the world do not get the opportunity to go to school 
- what are they missing out on?’ 

There is a thought bubble at the end of the newsletter for your first family thoughts. Please send 
your thoughts and ideas into school and they will be added to the whole school display. We hope 
that you enjoy our first ‘Let’s Think Question’. 
 



Half term and Non-pupil day School will be closed next week and please remember that Monday 
29th October is a non-pupil day. School re-opens on Tuesday 30th October. 
 
Don’t forget the clocks change at the end of half term. It’s one hour back which means an extra 
hour in bed ready for the new half term! 
 
I hope you all have a lovely holiday. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
C B L’Estrange 
 
Caroline L’Estrange 
Headteacher 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


