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Dear Parents, 
 
It has been another busy week and it has been good to welcome our Reception children all day 
every day. I am very pleased to say that the children have settled in very well and it was good to 
see so many Reception parents at our information evening on Wednesday. I look forward to seeing 
our Year 1 parents next Wednesday – more details below – and Year 2 parents the following week. 
 
St Matthew’s Feast Day Today we celebrated the Feast of Saint Matthew. The children looked great 
in their additional green items of clothing. We had a lovely celebration in the afternoon as a house 
– it was good to see children from all three year groups together. We will be celebrating the Feast 
of Saint Luke on 18th October. 
 
Reception Read with me From Friday 27th September the Reception Team invite you (or perhaps a 
Grandparent) to come into class when dropping your child to school on a Friday for 15 minutes 
reading time. This will become a regular Friday morning chance for you to read with your child, 
either a book you bring from home or one from the class library. We hope that many of you will 
be able to join us for 15 minutes at 8.45am every Friday. Sharing a book together is a great way to 
start your child's day in school and reminds us all of the value of experiencing a wide range of 
literature. The day of the week will change each half term, which will hopefully enable many of you 
to join us at some point in the academic year. 
 
Targets All of the children will be coming home with targets today. These are specific areas of 
learning for your children to work on. Children in Reception will have their targets inside their ‘To 
and Fro’ books. Children in KS1 (Year 1 and Year 2) will have their targets inside the back of their 
reading diaries. Please support your children in their learning by supporting them with their targets 
– everyone working together really supports your children’s learning and progress. 
 
Coffee and Cake in Aid of Macmillan is next Friday, 27th September, at 2.15pm. Donations of cakes 
will be gratefully received in the school office – thank you in advance. This is a good opportunity 
to come and enjoy a cake and have a drink with other parents from our school family. All proceeds 
raised will go to support the Macmillan Cancer Support Coffee Morning appeal. 
 
Information evening As I said above, it was lovely to welcome so many parents from Reception to 
the information evening this week. We hope that you all found it both interesting and informative. 
Thank you to the Reception teachers for their presentation. Next week, the information evening is 
for the parents of our Year 1 children. The meeting is on Wednesday, 25th September, at 7pm when 
the Year 1 Team will share with you how the learning journey continues in Year 1. They will give 
you an insight into what your children have already been up to, what is expected of them and how 
a school day in Year 1 works. This evening is for parents only (children will not be admitted). It is 
also an opportunity for you to meet with other parents over a few refreshments. The evening will 
last no longer than an hour. We look forward to seeing you. Please return the attached slip to your 
child's classteacher so that we know how many of you to expect. 
 
School Meals We will be on week 1 of the menu next week, with pizza (pepperoni / cheese and 
tomato) on Monday. 
 
Class worship Our first class worship of the school year will be on Thursday, 3rd October, and will 
be led by Y2C. Parents and younger siblings of children in Y2C are welcome to join us for this 



worship at 9am. We hope that everyone will enjoy the opportunity to come and join us for this 
year’s class worships. 
 
Eco-Schools As a school we have two particular recycling projects which are ongoing throughout 
the year:  
 

Recycle Used Postage Stamps The UK’s Air Ambulance Services are charities which receive no 
government funding and rely entirely on charitable donations to continue flying and responding 
to life threatening medical emergencies. We can help raise funds for their crucial work through the 
recycling of postage stamps. All funds raised will be donated to the Association of Air Ambulances 
to be distributed equally to all UK Air Ambulance Services. Whether they are British or overseas, 
new or used, send any stamps into school and we will then send them on so that they can be turned 
into funds to keep the UK Air Ambulance Services responding to life threatening medical 
emergencies. We look forward to receiving all your stamps - all you need to do is cut, or carefully 
tear, the stamped corner from any envelope or packet that you receive. This project will be on-
going. Thank you for your support in this – we never know when we, or our loved ones, will be the 
individuals benefitting from this vital service. 
 

Recycling Initiative Thanks to Mrs Cansell (James, Y2B), the Eco-School Committee have become 
aware of ‘TerraCycle’. TerraCycle’s aim is to eliminate the idea of waste by recycling the ‘non-
recyclable’. Through their various projects, they are able to divert millions of pounds of waste from 
landfills and incinerators each month. Please send your empty crisp packets into school and we 
will collect them up so that we can then send them for recycling. Crisp multipack outer packaging 
is also accepted. There will be a collection point outside my office. We all love crisps – I am sure 
we will be able to continue to recycle innumerable packets! 
 
Headteacher’s Awards 

Week ending Friday 20th September 
Y2C  Finley Moon   Y2B  Teddy Callender 
Y21C –Y2  Jessica Southgate  Y1  Leon Carter-Thornton 
Y1P  Zechariah Oke  Y1FA  Blythe Dingley 
RS  Scarlett Mugo  RB  Courtney Hackney 
RN  Sebastian Shah 
 

Attendance Cup This week’s winners are Y1P with 99.3%. 
 

Punctuality Bear This week’s winners are Saint Matthew’s with the fantastic 100%. 
We also had six classes with 100% attendance. Well done everyone! 
 
Confirmation at St Thomas’ - A message from Father Mark The sacrament of confirmation 
completes our initiation into the Christian faith as we ‘confirm’ with our own hearts and lips the 
promises made on our behalf at baptism. Once we are confirmed we are able to take communion 
at Mass and receive those sacred mysteries that sustain our journey through life. Because 
confirmation is an important step in our pilgrimage of faith, those wishing to be confirmed are 
required to be part of a study group finding out more about the Christian faith and practice. 
 

Our Bishop, Norman, will be at St Thomas Church on Friday 6th December at 7pm to confirm and 
as we prepare for that special moment the following groups are available for those adults who are 
wanting to explore the Christian faith or who wish to confirm their faith through confirmation.  
 

Times and dates: Each session has a date and time you can choose from lasting about 45 minutes 
and take place on Monday evenings or Tuesday mornings. 
  

Session 1 God the Father   7th Oct 7.30pm or 15thOct 10am  
Session 2 God the Son   21st Oct 7.30pm or 22ndOct 10am  
Session 3 God the Holy Spirit  28th Oct 7.30pm or 5thNov 10am  
Session4 The Sacraments   4th Nov 7.30pm or 19thNov 10am 
Session 5 The Church Year. Prayer. 18th Nov 7.30pm or 26thNov 10am 
Session 6 Christian Lifestyle  2nd Dec 7.30pm or 3rdDec 10 am  

 

Sunday 1st Dec  4 pm Rehearsal 
 

Friday 6th December 7pm Confirmation Service 
 



Being confirmed and being part of one of these groups is a really good way of being equipped to 
support our children through their school years as well as giving us a chance to grow as individuals. 
To find out more please contact: Lesley Lynn 07887901927, freshwater_rhubarbs@hotmail.com 
 
Pilgrim Course at St Thomas’ - A message from Father Mark The Pilgrim Course has been 
specially written to help those confirmed, grow and develop their understanding of the Christian 
faith. Using a series of booklets that are provided, it deepens our knowledge of the building blocks 
of Christianity. If you are interested in being part of this group, or just finding out more, please 
come along to the Church Centre at St Thomas’ Church, St Thomas’ Road on Tuesday 24th 
September ready to start at 7.30pm. 
 
Think of a Question is a family challenge! Thank you for all the 
fantastic questions sent into school this week. We have received 
so many questions, including: 

‘Are they real baby feet?”, Isabelle S, Y1P 
‘Is the baby being christened?’, Isabelle G, Y21C 

‘Is the mummy holding a baby’s feet?’, Avishikta, RN 
‘Who is the baby?, Jude, RB 

If you have not yet sent in your question, there is a speech bubble 
at the end of the newsletter for your question. 
 
School Council The School Council speeches are on Monday, 23rd September, with voting on 
Wednesday, 25th September. Good luck everyone. I am sure we will have some fantastic speeches 
on Monday from our prospective Year 2 School Council members. 
 
Thank you to everyone for your support and enjoy the weekend. See you on Monday! 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
C B L’Estrange 
 
Caroline L’Estrange 
Headteacher 
 


