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21st July 2021 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Well, we have reached the end of the academic year. It has certainly been yet another interesting 
one and, whilst there are aspects of the past year that I am sure we would all like to leave behind, 
there is so very much to celebrate. I am immensely proud of all the children. They have all worked 
extremely hard both in and out of school. We give thanks for each child in the school, the progress 
that they have made, not only in academic terms, but as members of our community, spiritually 
and socially. They all strive to ‘Let their little light shine’ in all that they do which makes me and 
all my team so very proud. Every child in our school has done that in their own way. 
 
Bishop Norman We had a lovely time with Bishop Norman yesterday. He was delighted by the 
children and how beautifully they participated in, and behaved for, our Eucharist. It was yet another 
first for all of us, an outside Eucharist! The children at home and at school read beautifully. Thank 
you to everyone who joined us remotely, it was so good to have you with us. 
 
Thank you On behalf of all the staff, thank you for all your cards, presents and kind words at the 
end of the school year. They are much appreciated by us all. 
 
Classteachers from September 2021 
We had a lovely time on Monday when the children met their new teachers, either in person or 
virtually. Just in case your children have not told you all the news, I am pleased to share with you 
that the classteachers for next year are: 
Year 2: Y2C  Mrs Cumpstey Y2S  Mrs Simmons 
Year 2/1: Y21B  Miss Black 
Year 1: Y1P  Mrs Pugh  Y1CA  Mrs Crooks/Mrs Anthony 
Reception: RBixby Miss Bixby  RBeales Mr Beales 

RNT  Mrs Newman/Mrs Thompson 
 
September 2021 We hope and pray that school will be able to move to some sort of new normal 
in September and that we will be able to return to many of our usual practices. School times will 
be as follows: 

Reception   8.45am – 3pm – from Monday 13th September 
KS1 (Year 1 and Year 2) 8.55am – 3.15pm 

We will also return to parents bringing the children to the classroom doors. Some things will remain 
– things like enhanced cleaning, handwashing and sanitising. Going forward, we will continue to 
be guided by the Department for Education and Public Health England as to the necessary 
procedures and practices to be implemented as and when necessary. I am sure that all of us will 
be watching the COVID data over the holidays. Please keep an eye on ParentHub over the summer 
as, if there need to be changes implemented, we will communicate them via ParentHub.  
 

If you do have the opportunity to go abroad this summer, please ensure that you check the Foreign 
and Commonwealth Office website https://www.gov.uk/guidance/travel-advice-novel-coronavirus 
for any restrictions that may be in place regarding self-isolation when returning from specific 
countries – it is vital for everyone’s well-being that this is adhered to. 
 
Reception and Tapestry... Remember - you have until 8th August to download your child’s journal.  
 



Activities for the Summer Holidays All of the children who will be in Year 1 and Year 2 in 
September came home with or have been sent either a ‘Memory Folder’ or a ‘Memory Book’ after 
they met their new teacher. This is to help the children gather memories/souvenirs from their 
summer holiday, for example - tickets, leaflets, maps, photos, something found on a walk or any 
other item which stimulates a memory and, for our new Year 2s, something to write about their 
summer. 
In September, Year 1 and Year 2 will be thinking about the world we live in. As a starting point for 
this work, the children have been asked to send their new teacher (and don’t forget me!) a postcard 
– either from somewhere visited or even from home. We look forward to receiving lots of exciting 
postcards during the summer! 
 
De-cluttering I am sure that many of us will take the holiday as an opportunity to have a sort out 
at home. If you discover any toy vehicles - cars, boats, trains etc, or farm animals, play food or play 
mobile characters etc, or jigsaw puzzles, our Reception team would love to receive them. Please 
send them into school in September for Mr Beales to distribute. Many thanks. 
 
Together at Home for this weekend is attached. We continue looking at the Old Testament with a 
story about David and Bathsheba. 
 
School Meals When we return after the summer holidays, we will start the academic year on 
Thursday week 1 of the current menu planner, with sausages on the first day of term! My thanks 
go to Mrs Turner and her team for all their hard work this year. Well done everyone. 
 
Summer Reading Scheme A message from Essex Libraries: ‘The Wild World Heroes are coming to 
a library near you this summer! We’re teaming up with World Wildlife Fund for a very special nature-
themed challenge that will inspire you to stand up for the planet! Our Wild World Heroes live in 
Wilderville, a pretty cool place, but there are lots of things that the Wild World Heroes can do to make 
their town even better for the people and animals that live there. 
 

The challenge runs from Saturday 10 July to Tuesday 31 August in all Essex libraries and mobile 
libraries. Children are being asked to read 6 books to help the Wilderville children make a difference 
to the environment. As they read library books, they will collect stickers for their folder. After reading 
6 books they earn their certificate and medal. 
 

Children can read any library book of their choice; fiction, non-fiction, picture books or books they 
share with parents and carers – they all count. The under threes are not forgotten with a special 
version of Wild World Heroes just for them. 
 

The Summer Reading Challenge is delivered by libraries and produced by The Reading Agency. It is 
open to all children, free of charge. Children can take part in the online Summer Reading Challenge 
on the Wild World Heroes website to earn digital rewards.’ https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk  
 
St Thomas of Canterbury - Brentwood Town Pilgrimage Trail This is a really fun way to learn 
more about the pilgrimage route to Canterbury. The trail runs until 1st August. The route map and 
further information are available on St Thomas’ Parish website: 
https://st-thomas.org.uk/pilgrimage/  
 
Talk, Listen and Cuddle (TLC) is an Essex campaign. Until Wednesday 2nd September they will be 
sharing top tips and advice on how to support children with the transition to Reception. The 
following link will give you lots of information. https://www.tlc-essex.info/ 
 
Summer Concert We may not have been able to do this in person this year, but we do hope that 
you enjoy our virtual offering, ‘A Journey through the Bible in word and song’. My thanks go to all 
the staff for their recording of the various parts and to the parents in Y2B who suddenly found 
themselves recording! We have all certainly had our technical skills challenged! There will be a 
separate ParentHub message with the link. 
 
End of year reports I hope that you have all now received your child’s report. Please click on the 
following link to confirm receipt: https://tinyurl.com/Receiptofreport 
 



Term Dates Every day in school makes a difference to your child’s learning and development. 
Please remember this when booking holidays. Term dates for the next two years have already been 
sent home but, for ease of reference, they are attached on ParentHub alongside the newsletter. 
Last day for Mrs Forbes-Buckingham is today … but we have not been able to mark her 14 years 
of dedicated service and commitment to our school as we would like but, do not worry, she will be 
joining us for worship early in the autumn term, so that we can give her the send off she deserves. 
I am sure that you will all join me in keeping Mrs Forbes-Buckingham in your prayers.  
 
Mrs Nunn will be commencing her maternity leave very shortly. Please keep Mrs Nunn in your 
prayers, as she awaits the arrival of her baby. I know that you will all join me in wishing Mrs Nunn 
and her family well at this exciting time. 
 
Autumn Term 2021 commences on Thursday 2nd September 2021. I look forward to welcoming 
everyone back after a hopefully restful and peaceful holiday and wish our Year 2 children every 
blessing in their new schools. 
 
This school needs many hands and hearts to keep it the special place that it is and my sincere 
thanks go to everyone involved in the life of the school. I am blessed with a truly wonderful team 
of staff and I am sure that you will all join me in thanking them for their commitment and 
dedication to our children and school life. Thank you also to our governors and to you, the parents, 
for your continued support and commitment to the school.  
 
Have a lovely Summer! 
 
With love & prayers to you all, 
 
 
 
Caroline L’Estrange 
Headteacher 


