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Dear Parents, 
 
St John’s Feast Day It was great to see so many of St John’s in their house colour on Monday. We 
had a lovely celebration. Our final house celebration of the year will be in the Summer Term for 
St Mark’s. 
 
Education Sunday We are all looking forward to celebrating Education 
Sunday, this Sunday at 10am in St Thomas’ Church. The children have 
been working very hard to prepare their topic work to be presented. The 
children will be sitting at the front of the church with school staff. We 
would like the children to join us in their school uniform. I am sure it 
will be a lovely occasion so please join us if you can. I look forward to 
seeing you and your children there. 
 

As you know there will be a cake sale and competition after the service 
in the Church Hall organised by the ‘Friends of St Thomas’ Church’. Full 
details are on the right. I am looking forward to the tasting on Sunday!  
 
Reading at home Today the children in Reception have chosen a book from any shelf in our 
school library; next week it is the turn of the children in Year 1. Please support your child in 
reading the books if they are more difficult or help them to develop their comprehension skills if 
they have selected an easier read. 
 
Parent Tea Afternoon Our first parent tea afternoon of 2018 is on Wednesday 31st January from 
2.30pm. Donations of cakes will be gratefully received in the school office – thank you in 
advance. This is a good opportunity to come and enjoy a cake and have a drink with other 
parents from our school family. Our pre-school friends are very welcome. There will also be 
second hand uniform available for sale at this time. 
 
‘My Day by Day’ – Lent and Easter booklets are small booklets designed to encourage children’s 
interest and enjoyment of Lent and Easter. The booklets contain puzzles, prayers and activities 
all linked to the season. The two booklets are available for £1.10. If you would like to order the 
booklets please complete the slip attached and return to the school office by Friday 2nd February. 
 
Bag2School I hope that everyone is busy filling bags to recycle a range of items (men’s, ladies’ 
and children’s clothing, paired shoes (tied together or elastic band around), handbags, hats, bags, 
socks, belts, soft toys). Additional bags are available from the School Office, although any bag 
can be used. Our collection date is Tuesday 6th February. We will happily receive bags from next 
Wednesday, 31st January. Remember, we will receive 40p per kilogramme of clothing collected so 
it is a fantastic way of raising much needed funds for our school, so please get recycling! 
 

School Meals We will be on week 3 of the menu next week, with pasta (three cheese, tomato and 
basil, tomato and pepperoni) on Monday. 
 
Candlemas Eucharist is at 2pm on Friday, 2nd February. Everybody is very welcome to join us as 
we celebrate the feast of Candlemas, when Jesus was presented in the temple forty days after 
Christmas. 
Go home arrangements It is vitally important to us to know who is collecting your child at the 
end of the school day. Please complete the pink form accompanying this newsletter. If there are 
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any alterations to the routine collection arrangements please ensure that you inform either your 
child’s classteacher or the school office. The classteachers also need to be aware of any regular 
arrangements where a childminder, friend or after-school club (such as FACES) will be collecting 
your child after school. 
 

Class worship Our first class worship of the Spring Term will be on Wednesday, 7th February, and 
will be led by Y1NW, Mrs Newman and Mrs Whitaker’s class. Parents and younger siblings of 
children in Y1NW are welcome to join us for this worship at 9am.  
 
Headteacher’s Awards 
Week ending Friday 26th January 

Y2C  Lois Cox    Y2N Joshua Keel 
Y21P –Y2 Finley Morrell   Y1 Isla Coombes 
Y1NW  Mia Fisher    Y1G Charlie Wooles 
ROF  Henry Stevens   RMN Jack Northcott 
RG  Nathanael Coe 
 

Attendance Cup This week’s winners are Y21P with 98%. 
 

Punctuality Bear This week’s winners are St Luke’s and St John’s with 99.8%. 
 
Think of a Question is our family challenge!  
 

Thank you for all the thoughtful questions sent into 
school this week. We have received some really 
interesting questions including: 
 

‘Do big fish live in the moat?’, Jessica, RG 
‘How would you get to the castle if one of the planks 

broke?’, Ava, Y21P 
‘Was the moat dug first or was the castle built first?’, 

Michael, Y21P 
‘Does a Princess live in the castle?’, Lila, RMN 

 

If you have not yet sent in your question, there is a speech bubble at the end of the newsletter for 
you to do so. Please send any questions that you think of at home into school next week and they 
will be added to the whole school display. 
 

I hope that everyone has a lovely weekend and I look forward to seeing many of you on Sunday 

and everyone back ready for another week of fun and learning on Monday.  

 
Yours sincerely,  

 

C B L’Estrange 
 
Caroline L’Estrange 
Headteacher 
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‘My Day by Day’ – Lent and Easter booklets 

 

Child’s name  ____________________________ 

 

Class   ____________________________ 

Please affix £1.10 to the box to order the two booklets. 

 
 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Children’s Health Project - Recipe of the week – Shepherd’s Pie 
 
Ingredients: 
3 carrots   1 courgette 
3 parsnips   500g of mince 
2 teaspoons of thyme 300ml of broth, or homemade gravy 
4 sweet potatoes  1 onion 
2 garlic cloves  2 teaspoons of rosemary 
 
Method: 

1. Pre heat oven to 180 degrees. 
2. Peel, chop and steam sweet potato until soft. 
3. In a different layer of the steamer, steam the carrots and parsnips until soft (round 10-15 

mins). 
4. In a frying pan, heat coconut oil and add chopped onion and garlic. Fry for 3 minutes then add 

chopped courgette. After a further 3 minutes place in a bowl to the side. 
5. Use the same pan to brown off the mince then add gravy, herbs, fried veg and steamed veg - 

apart from the sweet potatoes. Cook on a low heat for no less than 15 minutes. The longer you 
cook the mince, the more tender it becomes which is helpful for small children. Just keep 
checking it is not sticking or if it needs more water. 

6. Mash up your sweet potatoes. 
7. Once mince is cooked add to a casserole dish and put the mash onto it and bake for 30- 40 

minutes. 
 
Notes: 
If your children are fussy with the veg, this is a good meal to put vegetables in. Chop them up really 
small or blend them into a sauce and add to the gravy. This freezes well too if you need. 

£1.10 


