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27th May 2022 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
I cannot believe that the half term has passed by already, but I think we are all ready for the break. 
The children have continued to work very hard and I am pleased with the progress that all the 
children have made, both in Reception and Key Stage 1, and the effort they have put into their 
work. All of us in school know how important your support at home is in this, so thank you very 
much.  

 
Ascension Eucharist We celebrated our very special Ascension Eucharist last week. The 
children in Year 2 must be commended for their super reading – they had some very tricky 
words! My thanks go to all the children for the fantastic singing. 

 
EST Training – ‘Being a Parent in the 21st Century’ KS1 (Year 1 and Year 2) really enjoyed their 
webinars with the ‘2 Johns’ last week – the children were really engaged and I know that these 
sessions have stimulated numerous valuable and vitally important conversations. Thank you to all 
the parents who joined us for the parents’ webinar – I know that there was a lot to take in and a 
lot to think about, but it is all so vital in our world today. Internet safety is such a vital part of 
keeping our children safe. Please take a look at www.esafetytraining.org or follow the ‘2 Johns’ on 
Facebook – EST E Safety Training or on Twitter – @JohnsThe2 for further information. 
 
Walk to School Last week we were visited by ‘Strider’ the Walk to 
School Mascot. We were selected for this special visit because of our 
active engagement with the Living Streets project. Strider visited every 
class and answered the children’s questions. Everyone really enjoyed 
Strider’s visit. 
 
Reading at home The children in Year 2 have today chosen a book 
from any shelf in our school library. Please support your child to read 
the books if they are more difficult or help them to develop their comprehension skills if they 
select an easier read.  
 
School uniform Over the half term break, please could everyone check that each item of school 
uniform is clearly labelled with your child’s name. Also, could you please check that your child 
returns to school on Tuesday 7th June with a complete PE kit – shorts, t-shirt, tracksuit bottoms 
and plimsolls that fit – again all clearly labelled with your child’s name. Many thanks in advance. 
 
A message from the Worship Team Thank you to everyone who has sent in a beautiful 
thanksgiving butterfly. We have an absolutely beautiful collection. As a school family we have so 
much to give thanks for. 
 
Second Hand Uniform My thanks go to Joel’s Mum (RBeales) and Luke’s Mum (RNT) for organising 
the second hand uniform sale this week. We look forward to sharing the date of the next one. 
 
70 Acts of Faith and Service  
Challenges for half term: 
40 One of our special school words is ‘honesty’ – can you talk as a family about what it means 

to be honest and how this is just one way of letting our little light shine brightly? 
41 Sponsor a laurel plant at school to create our Jubilee hedge. 



42 Have a holiday clear out – have you got some toys, books or clothes that you could donate 
to a charity shop to help those in need? 

43 Complete some or all of the half term #30 Days Wild Challenges. 
45 Can you learn some of the signs for the National Anthem in Makaton – go to 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rTYmMgL98ts to watch the whole National Anthem, 
 
School Meals We will be on week 1 of the menus after half term, with sausage rolls on Tuesday 7th 
June. 
 
Headteacher’s Awards 

Week ending Friday 20th May 
Y2C  Sapphire Burrell-Green Y2S  Ryan Daniel 
Y21B –Y2  Reeva Brooks   Y1  Albert Dunnett 
Y1P  Scarlett Jones  Y1CA  Joey Hardwick 
RBixby Reeko Jax Shorinwa  RBeales Justin Singh Ghotra 
RNT  Lek De’Milia 
 
Week ending Friday 27th May 
Y2C  Adwoa Adjei   Y2S  Jemima Coe 
Y21B –Y2  Grace Morrell  Y1  Lola Egalton 
Y1P  Elodie Ball   Y1CA  Isabel Bishop-Riza 
RBixby Daisy Whiting  RBeales Beau Goode 
RNT  Layla Crowther 
 

Attendance Cup Last week’s winners were Y2S with 98.5%.  
This week’s winners are Y2C with 97.6%. 

Punctuality Bear Last week’s winners were St Luke’s with 99.4%. 
This week’s winners are St Matthew’s with 99.4%. 

 
The Wildlife Trusts have a June challenge for everyone. The challenge is to do something wild 
every day – a fun and exciting ‘#30 Days Wild’. These challenges will be on display in school each 
day and the weekend challenges will be included in the newsletter. Do take a look at 
www.wildlifetrusts.org where you can sign up for your own free pack of goodies. There is plenty 
to keep you busy all summer! 
 

#30 Days Wild for half term are: 
- 1st June Paint Stones – Collect a nice, flat stone from outside and paint it to create your  

  favourite creature. 
- 2nd June Map your local wildlife – draw a map of the wildlife around your home. 
- 3rd June Listen to wild sound – what can you hear at different times of the day? 
- 4th June Bake for nature – bake a hedgehog cupcake or ice animals or flowers on biscuits. 
- 5th June Make a wild sculpture – using natural materials you find outside, craft a wild  

  sculpture. 
- 6th June Become a bee champion – learn why bees are so important to us and how we can help 

  protect them. 
 

Have fun exploring the wonderful world all around us. Do send any photos of your discoveries and 
adventures into school so that we can add them to our display.  
 
Queen’s Jubilee Canopy I am delighted to say that our young trees, planted to mark the Jubilee, 
are doing well – the recent mix of sunshine and rain appears to be suiting them! As part of this 
project, we would like to plant a laurel hedge in school along the right-hand side of the raised 
outside area as you enter the school grounds. This will both enhance the area and, in time, create 
a more environmentally friendly boundary between this area and the pedestrian walk way. We are 
looking for sixty sponsors for this project - £10 a laurel plant. If you, or any family member, would 
like to sponsor a laurel, please complete the slip that will come home with your children this 
evening and return it to school after half term. Many thanks in advance. 
 
Red, white and blue day to celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee has a been a day of fun and 
laughter today. The school has been a fantastic sea of red, white and blue. The children have 
enjoyed their special party lunch and playground party this afternoon. My thanks go to Mrs Turner 
and the kitchen team for their work in contributing to make today a special day. The children have 



completed some lovely Jubilee work this week, including some great creative writing in Year 2 and 
some fantastic art work in Year 1, and Reception have made cards for the Queen. These are very 
special days, once in a lifetime memories. During the day lots of photographs have been taken of 
our various activities – they will be used for display in school, and possibly in the St Thomas’ parish 
magazine The Spire and The Gazette. I would also like to put a selection on the school website. If 
you do not wish your child’s photograph to be used in either The Spire or The Gazette, or on the 
school website, please let your child’s classteacher know immediately after half term. 
 
The children will all be coming home with a commemorative bookmark as a keepsake of this special 
celebration. The children will also be receiving a commemorative book from the Department for 
Education in due course – we are waiting for them to be delivered. 
 
I hope that everyone has a lovely half term break and enjoys the Jubilee Celebrations. Remember -
we return for the final half term of the school year on Tuesday 7th June 2022 and that the following 
Monday, 13th June, is a non-pupil day. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Caroline L’Estrange 
Headteacher 


