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Dear Parents, 
 
Well, we come to the end of January and a month of remote learning. Well done everyone! I know 
that it has placed, and continues to place, pressure on everyone – children, parents, staff and our 
families alike. Everyone is doing a wonderful job and remember to be realistic – if there are 
sessions, or even days, when you just know that a break is needed, be kind to yourselves and we 
will see you the next session / day. Please let us know if this is the case so that we do not worry 
about you – you know what I am like! If your child’s classteacher does not see your child or receive 
work via Seesaw we will be in contact to check in on you, have a chat and offer any support we can. 
 
Remote Learning There will be some changes to the timetable for next week – it has been clear 
this week that the usual ‘it is nearly half term’ feeling is upon us and, in light of that, we will be 
making some changes for the next two weeks. These include a ‘Monday Motivation’ session with 
Mr Beales and a ‘Screen-free’ day for everyone on Wednesday. You will receive a ParentHub 
message with your child’s timetable for next week. My hall stories will be on Tuesday. On Friday 
we will be celebrating Candlemas with a whole school Eucharist. So please ensure you keep your 
timetable to hand for the changes. 
 
Screen free Wednesday A time for all of us - children, families and staff to be as ‘screen-free’ as 
possible. Our aim is for all children, at home and at school, to spend as much of the day as possible 
away from their screens. This means no Seesaw (for checking or uploading work), no live lessons 
or hall stories and learning activities that require no screens at all! The work for the day will be set 
on the Tuesday, and children will be encouraged to bring one of the things they have done during 
their screen free day along to their first Zoom meeting on the Thursday. By all means feel free to 
upload any photos or videos, but our staff will be joining in with the screen-free day and so will 
not be checking Seesaw until Thursday. 
 
Lateral Flow Device Testing of Staff As you will have seen, the Department for Education has 
started a programme of asymptomatic COVID-19 lateral flow device testing of all staff in primary 
schools. As you will appreciate, with this comes the very likely possibility that we may have some 
asymptomatic staff in the staff team who will be identified and therefore need to self-isolate and 
this will also result in bubble closures for the children in school where appropriate. We cannot 
predict what the reality of this will be, but please keep an eye on ParentHub as we may have to 
make changes to our provision both in and out of school due to this. I know that you will continue 
to support us as we take the next step in the new requirements we are all learning to manage. 
 
Virtual School Library is now available via the Oak National Academy in partnership with the 
National Literacy Trust. Each week a popular children's author or illustrator will share one of their 
books, a video and their top three books to read. Each book is only available for a short period of 
time, so check in regularly (https://library.thenational.academy). 
 
Prayer Despite not being able to physically come together, our School Prayer Group are still 
holding everyone in their prayers at this time. If you do have a particular prayer request, then 
please email the School Office, putting ‘Prayer’ in the subject line, and I will ensure that these 
requests are passed on in a confidential manner. As I have said previously, prayer is one thing we 
can do for each other at this time. 
 



Headteacher’s Awards 
Week ending Friday 29th January 2021 
Y2C  Isabelle Saggers   Y2B  Hannah Tilden 
Y21C – Y2  Olivia     Y21C – Y1 Liam Challis 
Y1P  Matilda Allen-Ross   Y1FA  Stanley Whitaker 
RS  Lucy Connell    RB  Joseph Wilson 
RN  Matheo Ordoz-Soto 
 

Your stickers and affirmations will be sent out to you in the post. 
 
Candlemas Candles Thank you for the Candles already sent into School – but I would LOVE some 
more! Please email them to the School Office. I have re-attached the template and I know that it 
will also be put on Seesaw for ease. My challenge to the children is to decorate the accompanying 
candle template with words and pictures showing how they are going to let their lights shine this 
year. 
 
Candlemas celebrates when Jesus was presented in the temple forty days after Christmas. This is 
a really important feast day, especially for our school as a key focus of the feast is light and, as 
you all know, our school vision is to help each other let our individual lights shine brightly in all 
that we do and say, always following in Jesus’ footsteps to be a beacon of love to all. We may not 
be together at the present time, but we can all continue to endeavour to live out our vision. To 
celebrate this important feast, we will be having a whole school zoom Eucharist on Friday 5th 
February at 11.15am – Father Mark and I look forward to seeing everyone coming together for this. 
 
Together at Home We move to Saint Luke’s Gospel this week. Appropriately the focus is Jesus’ 
Presentation in the Temple. I have to say I will be having a go at making the origami dove! Send me 
a picture of your dove. 
 
I hope that you all have a good weekend – Mr L’Estrange is busy preparing for the RSPB Big Garden 
Birdwatch – he is very hopeful! Are you taking part? I wonder if Mr L’Estrange will manage to catch 
sight of all 15 birds on the tally sheet?! We shall see – let me know how you get on if you take part. 
 
With love & prayers, 
 
 
 
 
Caroline L’Estrange 
Headteacher 
 
 
  



Our prayer for our School Family during this time of being apart 

 

Dear Lord, 

We pray for our whole school family. 

May your peace be with us all. 

Let your love be with us all, 

Love of one another, love of mankind, love of life itself and love of God. 

Let us remember that as many hands build a house, 

so many hearts make our school. 

Amen. 

 


