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Dear Parents, 
 
Advent is almost here! Sunday is the first Sunday of Advent and on Monday we will be lighting the 
first candle on our Advent Wreath when we come together for Worship. For many of us the arrival 
of Advent marks the beginning of our time of preparation, as we look towards Christmas. We have 
had a busy week in school – our preparations for the Christmas events in School are going well.  
 
Next week the Christmas story will take centre stage with the performance of the KS1 (Years 1 & 
2) Nativity Play – Christmas Starlight. The children and staff are working incredibly hard and we 
are all looking forward to seeing you next week. Please do not forget your tickets as we have a full 
house for every performance.  
 
Reception Christmas Play – Everyone Loves A Baby Please come and see Mrs Infanti or Mrs 
Giddings in the school office from Wednesday 4th December at 2.45pm if you would like any of the 
remaining tickets. 
 
Ceilidh Our first Friends of St Thomas’ Infant School event was a great success. My grateful thanks 
go to Sarah Howard (Jude, RB), Liz Lynch (Dexter, Y21C) and Bev Perks (Matthew, Y2C and Nathan, 
Y21C) for organising such a wonderful evening. My thanks go to the Friends of St Thomas’ Church 
for running the bar and the extremely kind donation of the raffle prizes. It was a lovely evening 
and hopefully the start of many more fundraising events. 
 
School Meals We will be on week 2 of our menus next week, with meatballs on Monday. 
 
School Meals – Change to Menu Our Catering Manager, Mrs Turner, has noticed that the choice of 
dinner on Wednesday, Week 2 is not very popular with the children and therefore needs to change. 
The current choices are either savoury mince or quorn mince in a Yorkshire pudding. Next week, 
the children can choose either cottage pie or quorn cottage pie with peas and broccoli. You only 
need to contact the school office if your child wishes to change their choice. 
 

From January, the choices will be roast pork, or quorn fillet, with creamy mashed potato, Yorkshire 
pudding peas, broccoli and gravy. We come back on 6th January 2020 to begin the week 2 menu. 
Again, you only need to contact us if your child wishes to change their choice of main or vegetarian 
or packed lunch going forward. 
 
School Admissions for Reception intake September 2020 and Year 2 transition to the Junior 
School Just a reminder that the closing date for both the Local Authority Common Application 
Form and the School Supplementary Information Form (SIF) is 15th January 2020. 
 
Home-Start Essex Thank you to those of you who have already sent in gifts for Home-Start Essex. 
We are again supporting Home-Start as our Christmas charity this year, focussing on those who 
are less fortunate in our own locality and giving us a different charity to think about. Please talk 
to your children about the world in which we live and how we should think not just about ourselves 
but all people in need – be that through our actions, our prayers or our personal choices. Home-
Start Essex is a family support charity which works across Essex. Their work includes a long-
established volunteer home visiting service, offering emotional and practical help to families. We 
are asking for donations of Christmas sweets, chocolates and biscuits so that goody boxes can be 
made up to give to the families that Home-Start support. Last year we collected six large boxes of 
goodies – I hope that we can do just as well this year. Please send your donations into school by 
Monday 9th December. 
 



Headteacher’s Awards 
Week ending Friday 29th November 
Y2C  Harry Southgate  Y2B  Lila Keith 
Y21C –Y2  Shivansh Dave  Y1  Erin Stanford 
Y1P  Charlotte Emery  Y1FA  Max Fowler 
RS  Joseph Kelly   RB  Olivia Inman 
RN  Grace Bancroft 
 

Attendance Cup This week’s winners are Y21C with 97.8%. 
 

Punctuality Bear This week’s winners are Saint John’s and Saint Luke’s with 99.2%.  
No classes had 100% punctuality this week – we had twenty-six lates – please can everyone try to 
improve this next week. Remember school starts at 8.45am for Reception and 8.55am for Year 1 
and Year 2. 
 
Play Leaders Thank you to those children who have already applied to be a Play Leader. Remember 
that applications need to be in school by Thursday 5th December. The School Council are excited, 
ready and waiting to read all of the applications. 
 
ParentHub is a vital tool to enable us to communicate efficiently and swiftly with everyone within 
the School family. Please ensure that you assign your child’s class to your ParentHub account. 
Messages are sent out to particular classes and year groups and, at present, they are sent via the 
hub and as a text. The text messages are at a cost to the school and this part will be turned off 
from Monday 6th January. So, if you have not yet assigned the correct class and year group you will 
be missing messages from the start of the Spring Term. Just go to the app and subscribe to the 
appropriate class and year group. If you have not yet downloaded this free app please do so – 
helpsheets are available from the School Office. If you have any questions please contact the School 
Office. 
 
Think of a Question is a family challenge! Thank you for all the fantastic 
questions sent into school this week. We have received so many questions, 
including: 

‘Is it to do with prayer?’, Phoebe, RN 
Why do they look sad?’, Charlotte, Y1P 

‘Was this during the war?’, Fletcher, Y1FA 
‘Where are they?’, Harry, RB 

The two children in the picture who are related to a member of staff  
are actually my Mum (front right) and my Aunt (second in on the right) 
who were being evacuated from Euston Station during the Second World 
War. 
 
Our Let’s Think Question is to get you all thinking and to encourage a family discussion around 
the question. As you know the questions will be varied but aimed to get you all talking! So, here is 
our next question: 

‘What is the best way to spread Christmas cheer?’ 
There is a thought bubble at the end of the newsletter for your family thoughts. Please send your 
thoughts and ideas into school and they will be added to the whole school display. We hope that 
you enjoy our next ‘Let’s Think Question’. 
 
Happy Advent! 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
C B L’Estrange 
 
Caroline L’Estrange 
Headteacher 


